
Mr Larke – Year 2 class teacher and school writing lead

Mr McCann – Year 6 class teacher and school reading 
lead







Units of writing are usually 2 weeks long.

We work towards a final piece of writing for each unit, 
introducing and teaching all the elements that are needed 
in order to meet that goal.



Audience and purpose approach:

Purpose – why are we writing?

Audience – who are we writing for?

to entertain, to persuade, to inform, to 
discuss

KS1 children, KS2 children, teenagers, 
headteacher, prime minister, a friend, a 
family member



Boxed success criteria:



The man was upset.

Show not tell



The woman was tired.



Teaching and learning:

- modelled writing
- shared writing
- independent writing
- talk for writing
- role play



This is the guide used to set 
usage expectations for 
punctuation in the national 
curriculum.



We attempt at the school to adopt a healthy 
approach to punctuation and grammar.

We aim to teach children to build a toolkit with 
which to improve their writing without it robbing 
the joy or creativity of the subject.



Fronted adverbials

A phrase containing an adverb that comes 
at the start of a sentence.  

They give more information about the verb 
– the how, why, where and when?

They add variety to sentence structure and 
aid cohesion.



Fronted adverbials

Strangely,
Immediately,
As quick as a flash,
In the early morning,
With a spring in his step,



Fronted adverbials

She walked into the room.  She jumped in 
fright.  She saw a giant spider crawling 
across the table. She tiptoed past it.



Parts of speech/word classes
adjectives                         prepositions

nouns                                 pronouns

verbs                                  determiners

adverbs                               



Grammatical terms 
clauses – subordinate/main
subject
object
active/passive
subjunctive verbs





Phonics & Early Reading

Banded Books

Guided Reading

Reading for Pleasure



Year 2. 
• Year 2 follow the Monster Phonics programme. This covers 

phonics, reading books that they will bring home and guided 
reading (brand new for this year)

• Once the majority of the class have hopefully move off the 
Monster Phonics programme the children will then start bringing 
home banded books and take part in whole class guided reading.

• More information on the Monster Phonics programme can be 
found on our website. 



Banded Books



Banded Books

• All children who move on from Monster Phonics 
programme can decode what they are reading. However, 
what follows is learning the ability to read for meaning.  
Shifting from being able to read the words to understand 
what they are reading.

• Often children can decode well but not understand what 
they have read.



Banded Books

• The banded books are correctly levelled books which all staff are 
trained on knowing the levels and what is needed to progress 
through the bands. 

• The banded books are not designed to be the most engaging texts 
as they are made to allow children the opportunity to practice 
reading. It is important you discuss with your child the difference 
between these books and books they read for pleasure.

• There has been reluctance with older children and some concern 
from parents regarding the books and their ability or enjoyment 
however they are our way of assessing your child’s reading ability. 



Banded Books

• Children should be recording what they have been reading (both 
banded books and books for pleasure) in their reading records. 

• The banded books come home daily for your child to read some 
pages to practice. Of course, we understand this may not 
happen every day but please make sure their book stays in their 
bag.



Please do not allow the banded books take away from the 
enjoyment of reading. We still encourage the children to read 
their library books at home, go visit their local libraries, share 

books with their friends and teachers or share stories with 
yourselves.



Guided Reading









Questioning…



Questioning…



Questioning…



Activity: using the text in front of you named Night Terrors in Cairo and the 
question openers below write down some questions that you could use to 

check your child’s understanding

On the Lines Between the Lines Beyond the Text



What kind of questions did you come up with?

On the Lines Between the Lines Beyond the Text



Reading for Pleasure



By the end of Year 6 your child will 
have listened to their class teacher 
read…..





The Library 
We kindly received a big donation from an ex parent and we have invested a 
significant amount into new books for the library. These will include a wide range 
of classics for our GD children along with a range of diverse literature ranging 
from EYFS to Year 6. This order has arrived and will put into the library soon!
Accelerated Reading
• We will be continuing with announcing which class has completed the most 

quizzes on Accelerated Reader in assembly. 
• Your child is able to complete quizzes on any book that they finish at home via 

the school website.
Book Week 2023
• 5 authors/poets organised to visit us during wb 27th February.
• WBD itself will involve our annual fancy dress competition



Taken from: Research evidence on reading for pleasure



Things you can do at home…

• Listen to your child read even if it is for 5 minutes.
• Ask questions about what they are reading using some of the 

openers discussed.
• Ask your child about the book their teacher is reading to them at 

the moment.
• Take them to libraries or book shops to choose new books to 

read for pleasure.
• Explore new genres of books to see if you can find new and 

engaging books for your child.



Thank you for joining us this 
afternoon

Any questions?


