Princess Fred’s Matters
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has
gone, the new is here! 2 Corinthians 5:17
Friday 28th April 2021

Dear parents and carers,
It is great to get to the end of a half-term and report that we have not had any positive Coronavirus cases from
any children or staff members and as a result, we have not had to close any class or year group bubbles for
necessary isolation. We have achieved this through an on-going commitment to doing all we can to keep each
other as safe as possible and focusing on the priority; ensuring children can attend school on a daily basis to
maximise their learning, their happiness and general wellbeing.
We now look forward to some rest after what has been a half-term full of hard work so we are ready for the
last half-term of this academic year. Our priorities remain around doing all we can to keep our school
community as safe as possible to ensure, as much as is possible, that we have another half-term uninterrupted
by Coronavirus. Therefore, we have made some difficult decisions about events next half-term and what they
look like (subject to change) as well as activities inside and outside of school (please see the overview on the
next page for some key dates to put into your calendar which also appear on the school calendar which can be
found on the homepage on the school website). What follows is more focused information on specific areas.
Please take some time to read these carefully. Thank you and have a safe and enjoyable half-term.
Mr Richards, Ms Christopher and Ms Banks
Second half of the Summer Term Overview
Class Assemblies
You will notice on the overview/school calendar that assemblies will be recorded rather than streamed live. As a school we
decided that this was a much better option given what we want children to get from this experience. In doing this as a
recorded event, the children will have a live audience (the parallel class in their year group bubble) that they will present
from a stage building up their confidence and enjoyment from this type of event. There are other reasons too and so we
have decided this will apply to all class assemblies with a recording shared with all parents and carers on the day of the
class assembly. It is important you record the date of your child’s assembly as they may need a prop or a costume.
Princess Frederica World Book Day – Rearranged from World Book Week
All children are encouraged to dress up as their favourite book character on World Book Day. Karl Nova, a hip hop artist,
author and poet will be joining us for our celebrations.
Sports Morning and Sports Day
Whilst we are committed to running Sports Day, we want to make sure we are not taking any unnecessary risks with it. For
this reason, we will be running both the Foundation Stage Sports Morning and The KS1 and KS2 Sports Day as events in
which parents and carers are not invited. This is a difficult decision but with all the changes that will need to be made and
the fact the event will only go ahead if the guidance and risk assessments allow it, it is not viable to have parents and
carers joining on this occasion. We hope you understand the reasons for this difficult decision.
Trips and other events
Teachers are working hard to think of different ways to both ensure the consolidation of important learning and create
engagement through memorable learning experiences. Previously this has been achieved through our residential trips
(which will return for summer term 2022), external day trips and internal visitors running workshops. Whilst trips remain a
challenge (although some day trips may happen in the next half-term), teachers are looking more predominantly at
workshops led by experts coming into school. Please look at our Twitter account for some highlights and watch out for
letters coming home from teachers about these events.
Statutory testing in primary schools
As you will have seen in the news, all statutory testing for primary schools has been cancelled for this academic year with
resumption in all areas next year. We have made the decision that as a school we will complete all scheduled testing in the
next half-term. We have decided to do this for two main reasons.
Firstly, we believe it is important children have the same opportunities that other children have had before them and
working towards tests (especially for older children), completing these tests and then seeing results after is an important
learning experience and one that also prepares them for experiences like this these in future years.
Secondly, the results give important indicators on support that is needed in important areas (from phonics in Year 1 to
times-tables in Year 4). The key for us is that this is carried out in a way that ensure children do their absolute best but are
not under or do not feel unnecessary pressure.

Date

Event and Time

Monday 7th June
th

Friday 11 June
Monday 14th June

All children return
Start of Times-Tables check for all children in Year 4 (going into the following
week too) **
Start of the Phonics Screening for all Year 1 children (results shared with parents and carers) **
School Photographs all day

Tuesday 15th June

Secondary Applications Meeting on Zoom starting at 5pm. This meeting is for
current Year 4 and Year 5 parents and carers and will look at the application
process along with information, hints and tips on the process.
Year 5P Class Assembly (Recorded)*

Wednesday 16th June

Year 4NZ Class Assembly (Recorded)*

Thursday 17th June

Year 3C Class Assembly (Recorded)*

th

Friday 18 June
st

Monday 21 June

Year 2USA Class Assembly (Recorded)*
Start of SATS week for all Year 6 children**
Year 5L (Recorded)*

nd

Tuesday 22 June
rd

Wednesday 23 June
th

Thursday 24 June
th

Friday 25 June
th

Year 1O (Recorded)*
Year 4W (Recorded)*
Year 3A (Recorded)*
Year 2W (Recorded)*

Monday 28 June

Start of SATS week for all Year 2 children**

Monday 28th June

Reception France Class Assembly (Recorded)*

th

Tuesday 29 June
Wednesday 30th June

World Book Day Celebrations: Author Visit. Drop-off and Pick-up as normal.
All children encouraged to dress up as their favourite character from a book
they love!
Nursery London Class Assembly (Recorded)*

Thursday 1st July

Reception Paris Class Assembly (Recorded)*

nd

Friday 2 July

Year 1C Class Assembly (Recorded)*

Wednesday 7th July

Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) Sports Morning
Year 6 School Production (Recorded)*

Thursday 8th July
th

Monday 12 July

KS1 and KS2 Sports Day at Willesden Sports Centre

Wednesday 14th July

Graduation Ceremony at 2:30pm for Year 6 Moscow. Parents and carers invited to attend with 2 family members per child. Event to be held outside in KS2
playground so subject to cancellation if there is adverse weather
Graduation Ceremony at 2:30pm for Year 6 Russia. Parents and carers invited
to attend with 2 family members per child. Event to be held outside in KS2
playground so subject to cancellation if there is adverse weather
End of Year School Reports go home

Thursday 15th July

Year 6 School Disco starting at 5pm until 6:30pm

Tuesday 13th July

th

Friday 16 July
st

Wednesday 21 July

Year 6 Leavers Assembly (Recorded)*
School breaks up for summer holidays: staggered dismissal from lunchtime

*Class assemblies will be recorded and sent to parents/carers. They will not be streamed live.
**Results from these assessments will be shared with parents and carers and will be used for internal
purposes to support children with their learning. They will not be submitted centrally.

Princess Frederica Twitter Account
Please follow us on Twitter! We are using this platform more
regularly now to celebrate all that our children are enjoying and
achieving in school. You can also see the Twitter feed on the
homepage of the school website.

Official Twitter Account: PrincessFrederica_PS
Looking at diversity in our school curriculum
Over the last 18 months we have been looking carefully at our school curriculum offer and all that it includes.
There are have been changes in nearly every subject with some new content included, some refinements made
to areas that already existed and some focuses reduced. One thing we have learnt from this process is that a
curriculum is never finished and that it changes for many different reasons. A recent example of this is in Year
2 where children now learn about the NHS as part of their history unit on Nurturing Nurses (in response to
events of the last 12 months). Another important factor is that our curriculum reflects the diversity of our
school community and celebrates this across all subject areas. This is an area of focus for the school at the
moment and as part of this process, the school is asking for expressions of interest from parents and carers
who would like to join a focus group led by a school leader with the specific purpose of looking at diversity in
our school curriculum. A similar message went out in the previous newsletter and I would like to say thank
you to the parents and carers who have agreed to join. Before we finalise this group, if this is something you
think you would like to be part of (or even if you would simply like a bit more information), please email
admin@princessfrederica.com marking your email for the attention of Ms Christopher with your name and
that you would like to register your interest to join a focus group looking at diversity in the school curriculum.
Thank you.

Safeguarding and Child Protection
IF YOU HAVE A CHILD PROTECTION OR SAFEGUARDING CONCERN, PLEASE REPORT IT
TO THE SCHOOL
Please remember the school is here to support families with child protection and safeguarding concerns. If you
are worried about something, you can report concerns directly to the school DSL (Designated Safeguarding
Lead) which is Ms Griffin or one of the deputy DSLs which is either Mr Richards (HT) or Ms Christopher
(DHT) through safeguarding@princessfrederica.com. This e-mail address inbox is monitored every day.
Important Phone Number for Brent Family Front Door
If you have a concern about a child, and wish to go directly to Brent Social Services, you should call the Brent
Family Front Door Service on 02089 37 4300. Here they will be happy to discuss your concern.

Ms Julia Griffin
DSL

Mr Lucas Janssen
Link Governor
for safeguarding

Mr Anthony Richards
Deputy DSL
and HT

Ms Nicola Christopher
Deputy DSL

Brent Parent Portal
A reminder of the Brent Parent Portal that is open for use by anyone in our school community.
It is designed to help you with supporting your child throughout their time in the British education system.
There are two sections for you to explore as you wish:

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Primary Schools which covers resources related to parents
with children aged 2-11

Secondary School and Sixth Form Colleges which includes resources for parents with children and
young adults aged 11-18

The Portal shares a range of information and resources to help parents support their children’s learning and
development. It is designed to provide easily accessible and succinctly presented information for parents in
one place, with links to more detailed information to be found from government and other organisations’ websites. Information is presented in a variety of ways which include presentations, voice overs on text and PowerPoint presentations. In some sections there are Guides which can be downloaded and printed as a poster for
easy reference. Where appropriate YouTube clips have been used to provide the information.
We hope you enjoy using this resource. It is aimed at providing support for the whole school community. To
encourage use of the portal, we will focusing on an area of the portal in every newsletter. It is an important
resource that will be used in school as well and we hope you find it interesting and useful. We would also
welcome feedback on any part of the portal and this should be directed for the attention of Ms Christopher.
BCA Parent Resource Portal URL

https://bca.bsp.london/

Name: Princess Frederica CofE Primary School

Email : pr incessfr eder ica_bca@bsp.london
Password : Pr incessfr eder icapar entpor tal1!

Nursery

In nursery we have had a busy half-term. In our maths area we have been looking at geometric 2D shapes and
matching them to pictures. The children have collected the matching shapes from the tray and after placing
them to match the picture they drew around them. We’ve done geometric colleges and shape bingo games.
Our literacy focus has been on traditional tales. We have read and investigated The Gingerbread Man. The
children all made delicious gingerbread men complete with raison eyes and buttons to take home and we used
puppets to tell the story. This week we read The Three Billy Goats Gruff and made some story recap collages
and play-dough trolls. This was also a great way to improve our balancing by making bridges with blocks and
planks outside to walk along, taking turns to be the troll. Outside on the embankment we are watching the
tadpoles grow and discovered some dragonfly larva while pond-dipping . This week was rhubarb harvesting
and after pulling some up we tried some raw dipped in a little sugar which led to a fantastic discussion on the
sensation of ‘sour’ then we made a big rhubarb crumble which was enjoyed
by all. Have a great half-term break everyone from the nursery team .
Ms Greenaway, Ms Davis and Mr Olubanjo.

Reception

What an exciting half term we have had in Reception! The children have been busy learning all about plants
and how to care for them. After reading Jack and the Beanstalk, we were inspired to plant our own runner
beans in the hopes that they would grow as big as Jack’s! The children were fantastic at looking after their
plants and made sure to give them lots of water and sunshine.
In maths, we have been working hard learning our number bonds to 10, as well as counting on and back from
20. We have also been measuring the height of our runner beans and keeping a record of their growth in a
bean diary. In phonics, we have been busy learning lots of new sounds and going over our high frequency
words.
One of our favourite topics this half term has been learning all about different fruits and vegetables. We read
Oliver’s Vegetables and The Very Hungry Caterpillar which inspired us to make a delicious fruit salad. We
were very adventurous and tried lots of new and unusual fruits! We then wrote sentences in our books using
adjectives to describe the foods we ate.
We hope you all have a fantastic half term
full of fun and adventures. We can’t wait
to see you back in school soon!
Ms Mulry and Ms Wilsher
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Year 1
What an amazing half term we have had in Year 1! We have been learning about the Great Fire of London in
history, which has really captured the children’s imaginations. This has also inspired some of our other topics,
with making fire engines in DT and writing reports and diary entries in English based on the Great Fire too.
We are sure you will have all heard about it at home! It has been so lovely to see the children approach their
learning with such enthusiasm.
In RE we have learnt about Islam. We looked at mosques, learnt about the Qur’an, listened to prayers, tried
eating dates and created our own Islamic patterns too. Everyone (including the adults!) have enjoyed learning
and exploring this culture, especially during Ramadan.
During maths lessons we have begun looking at some new concepts including grouping, arrays and exploring
multiplication and division. We have been focusing on using number lines, equipment and counting in 2s, 5s
and 10s to help us with all our maths. The children were also excited to begin their third and final workbook in
Year 1!
As well as writing about the Great Fire of London in English, we have been writing reports on London landmarks which the children researched about at home and we looked at the book Katie in London. Some of the
adventures Katie went on with the animal in our stories
was amazing. In some stories she went to a museum, to a
monument and even to Buckingham Palace. To help, we
have been really focusing on handwriting this term, making sure all our letters are formed correctly so that we are
ready for joining up next year.
We have continued with African dancing and violin in
our music lessons. They are all finding a rhythm with the
moves and are enjoying learning about the parts of a violin and exploring classical music.
Have a restful half term break, ready for the final term of
year.
Ms Bellini, Ms Moore and the Year 1 team.

Year 2

What an eventful half term this has been for Year 2!
In English the children enjoyed writing some amazing diary entries based on ‘Grandad’s Island’. They used a
range of descriptive language to add more detail to their writing. We also studied the book ‘Lila and the Secret
Rain’ and created a class poem using repetition and rhyme. In maths children enjoyed learning about properties of 3D shapes and fractions. It was a challenging skill for them to grasp at the beginning but with consistent practice, they have become very confident at recognising and finding fractions of a quantity. In geography, children enjoyed studying about the local area of Kensal Green. They enjoyed taking a walk through the
local area to explore its land use. Children also gained a deeper understanding of how to read maps and give
directions.
In RE children have enjoyed learning about Islam. They enjoyed looking at artefacts used during prayer. They
also enjoyed making links to other religions. In science, children enjoyed learning about habitats. They
showed enthusiasm and engagement when exploring plants and animals that live in our embankment. Children
have also enjoyed designing and creating their very own treasure chests using shoeboxes, they have even started planning what treasures they will put inside them!
We appreciate all the hard work put in by the children and we wish them a restful half term.
Mrs Brookes, Mrs J and Ms Cunningham
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Year 3

Year 3 have been very busy in class this half term. Our favourite activity by far has been pizza making (and
eating!). All the children have learnt how to make a scone base and have experimented with different toppings, thinking about what healthy toppings can be used on their pizza. Hopefully they'll be making them at
home soon, to demonstrate their amazing skills.
We started the term with performance poetry and saw many enthusiastic performances with lots of energy.
Children have written informal persuasive letters from a character from a book and used good reasons for visiting a park. Finally we've been writing stories to entertain and focusing on setting description. Maths has focused on fractions most of the half term. Dividing imaginary pizzas (and real ones) has helped our understanding. Our plant topic has given us time working on the embankment and using the resources there, dissecting
flowers and finding different types of plant. We've also learnt about the role of flowers in plant reproduction.
The cress experiments at home have been interesting too. Buddhism studies in RE have enabled some comparison of religions and understanding of Buddhist beliefs. In geography we have been learning about South
America and its geographical features. We continue to enjoy African dancing each week and learning different
moves. With PE, music, French, P4C and PSHE too, it's been a full half term.
Ms Griffin and Ms Bastick

Year 4

The children returned to school after online learning and have settled in well with their peers.
This half term, Year 4 have approached each topic with enthusiasm and have applied themselves fully to
learning new skills along with the acquisition of knowledge.
In English, our focused book was ‘The Fireworks Maker’s daughter. We have used this as our writing focus to
encourage the children to write an adventure story, a three-day diary and a balanced argument.
In Design Technology, we made our own musical instruments using kitchen roll tubes and ‘papier maché’.
RE allowed us to look at the Hindu religion and how family plays an important role. We watched a video
about the Mandir and what to do when they visit.
The children are also polishing up on their knowledge of multiplication tables. They are able to add and subtract fractions, write decimals on a number line and convert decimals into fractions.
Science has seen the children learning about the digestive system. They can identify the different types of
teeth in their mouth and also the functions of organs in the digestive system.
The children have also been involved in difficult topics of discussion in P4C and PSHE and have contributed
well in all lessons.
We look forward to welcoming the children again after a restful and very well deserved half-term holiday.
May God bless you and keep you all safe.
Mr L Sowa, Ms G. Yerlisu and Ms S. Thorpe
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Year 5
We have had yet another successful half term of exciting and inspiring
learning.
In maths, we enjoyed learning about fractions and decimals. We used our
place value chart to deepen our understanding of decimal places and their
corresponding fractions and then applied our knowledge of fractions and
decimals to solving percentages. We can now identify the relationship
between fractions, decimals and percentages.
In English, our children have enjoyed writing their own adventure stories
inspired by Marcus Sedgewick’s Floodland text. Our children used a variety of sentence lengths to create tension and atmosphere. They have also thoroughly enjoyed a performance poetry unit inspired by Brian Moses’
‘Walking with My Iguana’ poem. The children worked collaboratively to perform the poem where they kept
to a rhythm and also varied their tone and volume for effect. They also wrote their own poem in the style
‘Walking with My Iguana’ and performed it, much to the admiration of their peers, in a poetry slam.
Our children also enjoyed learning about properties and changes of materials in science. They enjoyed investigating a ‘crime scene’ by testing out different powdery materials to see how they react. They also enjoyed
learning about reversible and irreversible changes where they observed how different materials react to heat.
In art, our children enjoyed linoleum art printing where they carved their leaf designs onto a linoleum sheet
and inked the linoleum sheet with a roller and then impressed onto papers. They tried printing in a variety of
colours in order to create a special tone.
We have also enjoyed deepening our understanding of what it means to be a Sikh in RE. We explored the key
parts of a Gurdwara and what each section means to a Sikh. We also explored how Sikhs use the Panj Kakke (The 5Ks), to show their commitment to their faith.
Overall, it has been a great half term and we wish you all a wonderful and
restful break.
Mr. Duker and Ms. Gayer

Year 6

Year 6 have had an enjoyable and productive half-term since Easter. It has been wonderful to see the children
continue to engage with each other in person and to enjoy all the benefits of learning in school.
In English, we have been enjoying investigating two, very different, ghost-themed stories as stimulation for
our own writing. The Giant's Necklace by Michael Morpurgo and The Wedding Ghost by Leon Garfield have
inspired dramatic narratives, ghost stories and a newspaper report. In maths, we have continued to secure our
understanding of fractions, percentages and decimals alongside being introduced to the very mysterious world
of algebra! We are looking forward to working towards our end of primary assessments at the end of June.
Our artistic side, has as ever, been in full effect using the architectural
structures of Norman Foster as inspiration for our own work, stamping
our own prints onto dye-stained materials. Geography has allowed us
to explore the demographics and culture of France and we have been
classifying all manner of living things in science. This has culminated
in carrying out of own investigations into the micro-organism Rhizopus
Stolonifer or, as we're sure you did not need telling: mouldy bread. We
continue to enjoy developing our critical thinking skills through P4C
discussions and have explored diversity, stereotypes and prejudice in
PSHE.
As we work towards the transition to secondary school, we have made
the most of workshops, both online and in school, about keeping safe
in London as our independence increases when leaving Freds.
We wish you all a restful half-term and look forwards to seeing the
children return for their final ever half-term at Princess Frederica!
Mr McCann & Mr Larke

www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk

admin@princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk

PE

For this half term our Nursery and Reception classes have been working very hard on improving their movement, balance and throwing skills. They have been learning to work within a group as a team, with a partner
or on their own. They have particularly enjoyed using the agility ladders to help with their fine motor skills, co
-ordination and balance.
In year 1 we have been improving our skipping skills and learning how to run with control and balance for
speed. The focus has been running on our toes and in a straight line.
Year 2 have also been working on improving their skipping skills and trying out some OAA (Outdoor Adventurous Activities) work within their lessons. They have been learning about teamwork and working together to
achieve their goal.
Key stage 2 (years 3 to 6) have been working on the topic of OAA. This involves learning the skills of how to
read and use a map, orienteering and taking part in various teambuilding and problem solving activities.
I’ve really enjoyed watching the children tackle the different challenges and tasks and seeing their enjoyment
throughout the lessons. The way they have worked together with a partner, in small teams or as a whole class
has been impressive. Being able to use the whole of the school playgrounds and the embankment area has
really helped to enhance their learning and their enjoyment of
the lesson.
Have a great half term break everyone. Stay safe, keep active
and see you all for our last term of the year.
Mr. Chantler

Music
This half term, year 6 have been preparing for their upcoming Summer Production which is a modern take on
Shakespeare’s Hamlet and is set in the animal kingdom.
This week’s extravaganza concerts have shown the children’s continuing talent on their instruments highlighting their musical achievements this term. We have been delighted to welcome back the local vicars for our
clergy assemblies but were sad to see that Rev Sophie has finished her time as a curate as St Martins. We wish
her all the best in her new role as a vicar in Kingsbury. In warm weather
we have been utilising our amazing embankment area for singing.. The
highlight of the term was a series of brilliant workshops by the world renowned Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment . Year 4 and year 6 children learnt about the development of woodwind instruments with a show
case of the double reed instruments—oboe and bassoon..
On another happy note, all of the video showcases of what has been happening in music are in one place- they have been shared to the children's
Google Drive accounts. So, if you want to see what has been happening,
or
to watch the Easter or Christmas productions, please log in to your child's
Google Drive and type in: 'video concerts.'
Finally, this half term has been a busy one for me personally, with the
birth of my daughter Jessica. We thank God for a healthy, happy baby.
Mr Tang

School Prayer
Father God,

We thank you for loving and making each one of us,
Help us to respect and care for each other and our environment.
Help us to work hard and play fairly
That our school may be a place of joy, peace and hope and a light in this community
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ

Amen
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