
Princess Fred’s Matters 

Thursday 21st October 2021 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  
Colossians 3:12  

Dear parents and carers, 
The first half-term of the new academic year has been incredibly exciting with a reneved sense of optimism in 
the air. It has been wonderful to see more of what makes this school the unique setting it is being able to 
happen and to give the children the well rounded experiences they richly deserve. We thank our parent 
community for their support through what remains incredibly challenging times and we thank our staff for 
their relentless commitment to providing the best learning experiences for our children. Well done to the 
children who have worked hard across the school and continue to make us proud to have each and every one 
of them attending the school. There will be challenges ahead but before we get to those, we hope the children, 
and our staff team, are able to get a very well earned rest and can enjoy some time away from school.  
Please stay safe, have a good rest and enjoy some time to relax before we start what I am sure will be a very 
exciting half-term leading up to Christmas.   
Mr Richards, Ms Christopher and Ms Banks. 

Safeguarding and Child Protection  
 

IF YOU HAVE A CHILD PROTECTION OR SAFEGUARDING CONCERN, PLEASE REPORT IT 
TO THE SCHOOL 

 
Please remember the school is here to support families with child protection and safeguarding concerns. If you 
are worried about something, you can report concerns directly to the school DSL (Designated Safeguarding 
Lead) which is Ms Griffin or one of the deputy DSLs which is either Mr Richards (HT) or Ms Christopher 
(DHT) through safeguarding@princessfrederica.com. This e-mail address inbox is monitored every day. 

 
Important Phone Number for Brent Family Front Door 

If you have a concern about a child, and wish to go directly to Brent Social Services, you should call the Brent 
Family Front Door Service on 02089 37 4300. Here they will be happy to discuss your concern.   

 

Ms Julia Griffin         Mr Lucas Janssen     Mr Anthony Richards      Ms Nicola Christopher 
         DSL                     Link Governor              Deputy DSL                     Deputy DSL 
                                     for safeguarding                 and HT                           

Coronavirus 
Thank you to parents and carers for supporting our efforts around keeping each other as safe as we possibly 
can. A reminder on some key points taken from guidance below.  

 If your child has a symptom of coronavirus, they must not come to school; symptoms include: a high 
temperature or a new, continuous cough or a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell. 
Your children should only return to school if they receive a negative PCR test result.  

 If somebody in your household tests positive, any child in the household attending Princess Frederica 
should not attend until the circumstances have been discussed with the school and actions agreed for 
moving forwards over the coming days. Contact with the school in this situation should be through the 
covid@princessfrederica.com email address.   

https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/


In our last school newsletter we outlined the school’s commitment to supporting children’s healthy 
and safe use of the internet. As part of this, please take some time to read this page and use the 
website outlined below to familiarise yourself with some of the apps that now exist and the potential 
harm they present.  
 
Ms Christopher, computing lead and deputy headteacher, will be leading two workshops for parents 
on the following two dates. The sessions will build on each but there will be some repetition. There-
fore, we encourage parents from any year group to join (please don’t feel if you miss one, you 
shouldn’t join another) although the content will be more applicable to parents and carers of older 
children.    
 
The two dates for our half-termly E-Safety meetings: 
Friday 5th November 2021 at 10am 
Monday 6th December 2021 at 10am 
If you would like to attend either meeting highlighted above, please email the school office and re-
quest joining details.   

The website net-aware is an excellent resource to support with understanding many questions we 
might be faced with when trying to support our children to stay safe while online. To access it, write 
Net Aware into Google. It covers areas such as supporting your child if they see something online 
that upsets them, creating strong passwords, latest news, gaming apps with adult themes and a cat-
alogue of the latest apps on offer. An example is shown below of how the website contains an easy 
to use catalogue of different apps with specific details about age rating, the main content and how 
safe it is to use.  



Brent Parent Portal 
 
A reminder of the Brent Parent Portal that is open for use by anyone in our school community.  
 
It is designed to help you with supporting your child throughout their time in the British education system. 
There are two sections for you to explore as you wish:  

 Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Primary Schools which covers resources related to parents 
with children aged 2-11 

 Secondary School and Sixth Form Colleges which includes resources for parents with children and 
young adults aged 11-18 

 
The Portal shares a range of information and resources to help parents support their children’s learning and 
development. It is designed to provide easily accessible and succinctly presented information for parents in 
one place, with links to more detailed information to be found from government and other organisations’ web-
sites. Information is presented in a variety of ways which include presentations, voice overs on text and Pow-
erPoint presentations. In some sections there are Guides which can be downloaded and printed as a poster for 
easy reference. Where appropriate YouTube clips have been used to provide the information. 
 
We hope you enjoy using this resource. It is aimed at providing support for the whole school community. To 
encourage use of the portal, we will focusing on an area of the portal in every newsletter. It is an important 
resource that will be used in school as well and we hope you find it interesting and useful. We would also  
welcome feedback on any part of the portal and this should be directed for the attention of Ms Christopher.    
 
BCA Parent Resource Portal URL      

https://bca.bsp.london/ 
Name:  Princess Frederica CofE Primary School  
Email : pr incessfreder ica_bca@bsp.london  
Password : Pr incessfreder icaparentpor tal1!  
 

Princess Frederica Twitter Account 
 

Please follow us on Twitter! We are using this platform more regularly now 
to celebrate all that our children are enjoying and achieving in school. You 
can also see the Twitter feed on the homepage of the school website.    

 
Official Twitter Account: PrincessFrederica_PS  

To celebrate National Recycling Week we 
are collecting CDs and DVDs!. We will be 
using them to decorate the new outdoor 
classroom wall so it sparkles beautifully in 
the sun. There will be a collecting box out-
side the school entrance way accessible 
from the street after the half-term holi-
day so please start collecting and saving 
them now. 

https://bca.bsp.london/
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Nursery 
All the children in nursery have settled in really well. We are so proud of the way they have learnt to recog-

nise their names on the morning registration board. Everyone is now coming in with a smile and quickly get-
ting stuck into the activities in the environment. This half-term we’ve been looking at autumn and the changes 

that are taking place on the school embankment garden. We have harvested the apples which we did by 
stretching a big tarpaulin out under the trees and shaking the branches until all the apples fell in. The next day 

was cooking day and we baked them with raisins and honey. For Black History month we have read the Gha-
naian goldilocks which is a brilliant adaptation of the story and an excellent introduction to the numbers 1,2 
and 3. We made porridge this week and had 3 different varieties for the children to try and all agreed that the 

one with jam in in was definitely the tastiest! We are concentrating on  gross motor skills in sport with Mr 
Chantler and learning lining up and number songs with Mr Tang. On Fridays the children have started using 

the African drums in the music room which have been a great hit with everyone.  
Have a fabulous and well-earned break  and we will see you in November.  

From the nursery team:  
Ms Greenaway, Ms Davis and Mr Olubanjo. 

 

Reception 
We have had a wonderful first half-term in Reception. The 
children have settled in well and are enjoying making 
friends and learning lots of new things. Our first topic was 
'Me and My World' where the children shared stories about 
themselves and their families and also explored the world 
around them. We shared photographs of people who are 
important to us and loved learning about all the amazing 
things that the children brought in for show and tell.  
We have been reading lots of fantastic stories in our litera-
cy lessons this half-term. Our favourites are Where The 
Wild Things Are and Owl Babies. We have been acting out 
these stories in our role play areas and making sculptures of 
our favourite characters at the art table. We have also been 
on some exciting nature walks in the embankment where 
we collected autumn leaves and conkers and even tasted 
some of the delicious fruits and vegetables that grow in our 
garden! 
We wish you all a restful break and look forward to seeing 
the children again after half-term for more adventures. 
 
Ms Mulry and Ms O’Sullivan   

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk
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Year 1 
Year 1 have made a successful start to their transition from Reception and are thoroughly enjoying their new 
curriculum.  They especially like having exercise books and generally being more independent. They have 
been introduced to Power Maths and have started to learn about ordering and comparing numbers.  
In English, we are have used several well-known tales, including The Highway Rat and Little Red and the 
Very Hungry Lion, as a stimulus for developing writing.  We are focusing on sentence structure and adding 
detail to written work by including adjec-
tives.  
The children have also retold a well-
known story with the help of sequencing 
activities and drama. Monster Phonics is a 
huge success; the children (and teachers!) 
love the characters and the funny songs. 
The children adore music with Miss 
Krisztina and African Drumming with 
Danny.   
In Art we have taken inspiration from 
famous artists, such as Van Gogh, and 
sketched and painted self-portraits.  There 
is a lot of enthusiasm about beginning to 
learn a broader range of subjects after half 
term including Materials and Their Prop-
erties in Science and Our World in Geog-
raphy.  
We are all really grateful for your contin-
ued support and would like to wish you an 
enjoyable half term. 
Ms Bellini and Miss Moore    

Ms Ahmed and Ms Qassem  

 

Year 2 
 

We have had a wonderful start to the year in year 2.  
During the first few weeks of term, we settled back into our school rou-
tines and got used to being in our new classrooms.  
We started our new humanities topic – Game Changers, all about influen-
tial people who have changed the world, including Marie Curie and Rosa 
Parks.  
In English, we have been retelling different stories, including ‘Rapunzel’ 
and ‘The Incredible Book Eating Boy’ by Oliver Jeffers, and learning how 
to write effective instructions. 
 In maths, we have been practising our number bonds and using part-part-
whole diagrams to partition numbers into tens and ones.  
Our topic in science this half term has been plants; we 
had lots of fun going down to the embankment and look-
ing at the different fruits and vegetables growing there.  
In RE, we have been learning about the meaning of the 
Lord’s Prayer and we wrote our own prayers to share 
with the class.  
We have also been having fun in PE with Mr Chantler, 
who has been teaching us new ball skills. We can’t wait 
to continue our learning when we get back from half 
term! 
Have a wonderful half term break and stay safe. 
Ms Cunningham, Mr Sowa, Ms Wani, Ms Hurley  
and Ms Wilson 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 3 
We have had a great start to year 3. We have been learning lots of new things in all subjects. We have particu-
larly enjoyed writing stories based on the book Storm, using spooky setting and character descriptions and 
similes. I 
In maths, we have been focusing on place value, adding and subtracting using dienes blocks and different 
strategies. Learning about bones and muscles in science has been exciting especially sharing our amazing 
skeleton homework projects. We have also learnt some technical words in geography to help us learn about 
the UK such as topography and to use an atlas to identify features. In In RE we have been using the Bible and 
learning about the stories it tells. We 
have become builders in DT, designing 
and making our own weight-bearing 
bridges. It’s been fantastic getting back 
to using the library and computer suite 
every week after such a long time! We 
continue to enjoy African drumming 
and dancing and the adding excitement 
of learning how to play the trumpet. 
We have also been learning about in-
spirational people of colour during 
black history month and enjoyed a fan-
tastic workshop with multi award-
winning African storyteller and hip-hop 
artist Alim Kamara. We look forward 
to continuing learning more next half 
term. 
Miss Bastick and Mr Larke  

 

Year 4.  
 Year 4 have had a hard-working first half term. In 
English we have learnt how to write in differ-
ent genres, retelling stories, autobiographies, writing 
poetry and writing dramatic adventures. We are learn-
ing how to use fronted adverbials. Our weekly visits 
to the library mean children can regularly choose and 
change their books and prove their understanding by 
doing an Accelerated Reader test. We have had daily 
guided reading in class too, looking at texts in more 
detail. In maths we are now working with 4-digit 
numbers, focusing so far on place value, addition and 
subtraction. The children were keen to learn about 
Roman numerals too. Our science topic of living 
things has focused on creating classification keys to 
sort both animals and plants. In RE we have learnt 
about characters from the Old Testament and how 
their faith in God influenced their actions. Our first 
trip to Hampstead Heath was a great success! As 
one child said, "Drawing landscapes is so much 
easier when you can see them!" Our studies of the 
River Nile in geography were greatly enhanced by 
the wonderful homework projects on countries the 
Nile flows through. All the children have enjoyed 
swimming lessons. 
Well done Year 4 for a good first half term! 
Ms Griffin and Ms Yerlisu 

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 5 
 
What an incredible start to year 5!! All our children have settled well and 
have been enjoying every aspect of their learning and school life. We spent 
the first week getting to know every child and it was a wonderful opportunity 
for all children to showcase their reading and comprehension skills. We then 
continued learning a wide range of exciting topics that enthused and also 
challenged our children. 
In English, we have enjoyed writing a descriptive opening in the style of Ted 
Hughes’ Iron Man where we included key features such as rhetorical ques-
tions, short tenses and a wide range of ambitious descriptive language such 
as similes and figurative expressions to engage and entertain our reader. 
We have also enjoyed learning about the values of numbers up to 100,000. We applied our number knowledge 
to round up to 6 digit numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10,000 and 100,000. We also enjoyed applying 
our knowledge of Roman numerals to a variety of Roman numeral problems. 
In Science, we have been studying the solar system and have gained a deeper understanding of how night and 
day occurs and also how the seasons happen. We further deepened our understanding of the solar system by 
enjoying an interactive VR Space workshop that enabled our children to have a close up view of planets in 
space.  We also enjoyed researching intriguing facts about the solar system and using this knowledge to com-
plete our homework project where we made intricate models of the solar system. 
We also enjoyed creating figures in the style of Alberto Giacometti, an era defining sculptor and one of the 
greatest artists of the 20th century, in DT. We used mod-roc to create various human forms by ensuring that 
they were thinner and very elongated. 
In history, we have been learning about Ancient Greece. We began by studying its physical features and 
gained a better understanding of why they relied on trade for survival. We have also been learning about their 
gods and goddesses and how important these deities were to them. 

   We also enjoyed learning about the miracles of Jesus in RE 
where we looked at different miracles of Jesus and how each mir-
acle showcased his personality.   
Be proud of all your achievements this half term and we look 
forward to seeing you next half term.  
Have a wonderful break! 
Mr Duker, Ms Foster and Mrs Brookes 
 

Year 6 
Year 6 have enjoyed a brilliant start to the new year.  The children settled into 
new routines quickly, thoughtfully and with a smile on their face. In English, 
the children have loved reading the work of Louis Sachar. His thought-
provoking humour within A Boy in the Girls' Bathroom inspired a range of 
excellent writing and his multilinked narrative within Holes has engaged the 
children in our class book .  In maths, we have been studying place value and 
operations, helping the children to approach problems from a variety of differ-
ent methods and improving their critical thinking skills.  World War 1 has 
proved a very popular topic in humanities and the children have learnt about 
life in the trenches, the role of women and the impact of the Battle of the 
Somme. Our science topic of light has also been very popular with the chil-
dren. We have learnt about how the eye works, investigated how we can prove 
light can travel in a straight line and had the opportunity to make periscopes. 
We have also been blown away by the artistic talents of many where the chil-
dren produced pieces inspired by both Patrick Caulfield and Patrick Heron and 
we hope many of these will be framed and hung proudly around the school building. In the last two weeks of 
term, our Black History Month celebrations included celebrating a hero black hero from Young, Gifted and 
Black every day and we had an enjoyable visit from Alim Kamara. The children demonstrated excellent un-
derstanding of the reasons for BHM and engaged in brilliant discussions around the impact of the different 
celebrated heroes. We have lots to look forward to next half term including a visit from WW1 Tommy, a po-
tential first school visit out along with topics of Evolution & Inheritance in science, Slipper Making in D&T 
and using the fantastic Orphans of the Tide as our stimulus in English. 
Many thanks for all your support so far this term.  Enjoy the break! 
Mr McCann and Ms Gayer 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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       PE 
This school year has started very well for us all in the PE world. The big change back to 
‘normal’ is that swimming has started again at Willesden Sports Centre for our Year 4 chil-
dren. Already I am seeing good progress with the work the children are doing in the pool and 
their confidence in the pool is starting to show. 
It has been very enjoyable working with and welcoming our new children in Nursery and 
Reception to PE at Princess Frederica and I have already noticed some potential sports stars 
for the future. 
Our year 1 & 2 children have been working very hard improving on their passing, throwing 
and catching skills with various balls and equipment. Year 2 have started to play small sided 
games and are learning about teamwork in sport. 
In year 3 their focus has been on ball handling skills for games like netball and  
basketball. They have been learning how to play an accurate chest pass to a partner and are 
starting to understand the idea of teamwork, passing and moving. 
Year 5 have been introduced to netball and have been learning the concept of playing in cer-
tain positions, not being able to move with the ball and the value of having to work as a team. 
They have also learnt some new passing skills (bounce pass and overhead pass) and the abil-
ity to pivot when controlling a ball and turning on a pitch. 
Year 6 have been learning more about positions and formations on a pitch. They have learnt the roles of different players 
and played more game scenarios on the netball pitch. They have also been working on their team playing skills, supporting 
team mates and knowing which formation would work best against different opposition. 
This half term, classes from years 1 to 6 have started the 
Move a Mile exercise scheme. Each year group has a 15  
minute session on the football pitch doing various stretches 
and movements with the aim of being active every day and 
working on their own personal fitness and exercise levels. 
Thank you for your continued support 
Kind regards 
Mr Chantler 

        

Music 

It's been a delightful start to the year, with beautiful music resounding through the school. A number of children have 
started to learn new instruments- including French horns and a tuba.  
Ensembles have kicked off- with 4 choirs, an orchestra and a string ensemble rehearsing during break times.  
Year 6 displayed the gifts of music that they have nurtured over the years- rehearsing and performing in multi-instrument 
ensembles. These showcase all the instruments that have been on offer to children during their time at Freds- including 
violin, trumpet, African drumming, glock, trombone and guitar.  
The half-term finished with a bang, with children performing for each other at a series of informal, internal concerts.  
Children have risen up in ownership this term, taking the lead in choosing the repertoire for the ensembles.  
Next half-term, our aim is to establish a senior rock band. After this is established, we hope for the rock-band to evolve 
into the rhythm section of a stage band-with brass and woodwind.  Exciting times ahead!  
Children from Nursery to year 3 have learning 
new drumming patterns on our Ghanaian 
drums. Children in year 2 have started working 
on their songs for the year 2 Nativity. Beautiful 
voices are emerging!  
Children in year 3 have been playing melodies 
on the recorder and trumpet. They have been 
hard at work, persevering in playing with a cor-
rect technique. In years 4-6 children have been 
working together in steel pan ensembles. Year 
4s have started on the recorder, quickly learning 
new concepts.  
Mr Tang  

School Prayer 
 

Father God, 
We thank you for loving and making each one of us, 

Help us to respect and care for each other and our environment. 
Help us to work hard and play fairly 

That our school may be a place of joy, peace and hope and a light in this community 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 

Amen 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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After School Clubs 
 
It has been a bust half term with  ten different after school clubs running each week, The two new clubs: 
Cookery Club and Fashion Rebellion Sewing Club have proved extremely popular.. There will be a new club 
starting after the half term break: Lego club for Reception to year 2 children on a Monday 3:30—4:30pm 
Bookings are now open 
 We are also hoping to add more clubs after Christmas. There will be another day of skateboarding (for year 4-
6) and hopefully another day for the sewing club. 
 
Cookery Club 
 
Ms Davis and Ms Chandaria  have been teaching children how to make some healthy foods. The children have 
been practising their cutting, slicing and grating skills . Some of the healthy dishes made include: falafel,  
tabbouleh, tzatziki., cheese muffins and blackberry crumble. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Book Club 
 
Year 6’s book club is back and they have had a brilliant half term reading 
Harklights by Tim Tilley. Described as “sending a message to the children 
of the world to be inspired to help our planet because it is not very healthy 
right now” by Rocco English the club enjoyed discussing the book on a 
weekly basis and predicting what will happen next. Next up for Book Club 
is The Monsters of Rookhaven by Padraig Kenny and after two weeks the 
children are loving it.   
 
 
Fashion Rebellion Sewing Club 
 
“I am over the moon to report that all 20 rebels are doing 
so well and making fast and fabulous progress. They’re 
mastering dexterity and planning while making brilliant 
individual pieces and really learning  to use the sewing 
machines. They arrive and 
leave with smiles on their fac-
es”  Amanda Riley, founder of 
Fashion Rebellion 
 
After practising the different 
types of stitches, they have  
made  a glasses case and a pin  
cushion this half term. 
  
 
Skateboarding Club 
 
Year 2 and 3 children have enjoyed the opportunity to learn 
skateboarding this half term. They have been learning to 
flip onto a board and travel down a ramp. 
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