
Princess Fred’s Matters 

Friday 1st April 2022 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 

Dear parents and carers, 
As the spring term draws to a close, we have so much to be thankful for. We know the pandemic has not gone 
away, but with the lightening of restrictions we have been able to enjoy and take advantage of new 
opportunities that have created a real buzz around the school recently. Looking back, book week was a 
triumph. Our diverse lineup celebrated the joy and discipline of writing and reading creating both excitement 
and inspiration in equal measure. Following this, the school enjoyed a science week complete with a life-size 
inflatable orca! There were other exciting focuses too such as another skipping workshop, Junior citizen for 
year six, a visit from the Wizard Theatre group and a range of school trips including year five enjoying a canal 
boat tour (the best trip ever apparently!). Furthermore, it has been great having parents and carers back in 
school joining for class assemblies, and what was as pleasing was the confidence and joy all three classes 
brought to their class assemblies: Well done Y3 Canberra, Y3 Australia and Y5 Lisbon. We have lots to look 
forward to after Easter too but before then, I hope you can enjoy some well earned rest and you enjoy the 
break. Thank you to our staff, our parents and carers, our children, our PSA and our Governing Board for all 
your respective hard work and ongoing support.  
Mr Richards, Ms Banks and Ms Christopher. 

Safeguarding and Child Protection  
 

IF YOU HAVE A CHILD PROTECTION OR SAFEGUARDING CONCERN, PLEASE REPORT IT 
TO THE SCHOOL 

 
Please remember the school is here to support families with child protection and safeguarding concerns. If you 
are worried about something, you can report concerns directly to the school DSL (Designated Safeguarding 
Lead) which is Ms Griffin or one of the deputy DSLs which is either Mr Richards (HT) or Ms Christopher 
(DHT) through safeguarding@princessfrederica.com. This e-mail address inbox is monitored every day. 

 
Important Phone Number for Brent Family Front Door 

If you have a concern about a child, and wish to go directly to Brent Social Services, you should call the Brent 
Family Front Door Service on 02089 37 4300. Here they will be happy to discuss your concern.   

 

Ms Julia Griffin         Mr Lucas Janssen     Mr Anthony Richards      Ms Nicola Christopher 
         DSL                     Link Governor              Deputy DSL                     Deputy DSL 
                                     for safeguarding                 and HT                           

Princess Frederica Twitter Account 
 

Please follow us on Twitter! We are using this platform more regularly now to 
celebrate all that our children are enjoying and achieving in school. You can 

also see the Twitter feed on the homepage of the school website.    

 
Official Twitter Account: PrincessFrederica_PS  

https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/


Please take some time to read this page on Online Safety and use the conversation starters below to 
start a discussion with your child about how we use the internet safely.  
 
We have now had 4 sessions on online safety and healthy use of the internet. We will not be running 
a session in the half-term after Easter but we will be writing to all parents and carers on issues that 
cause most concern. We are then looking to hold a final session of the academic year on issues and 
areas highlighted by the survey.   
 
Part of the most recent session was focused on the importance of healthy communication with  
children on their use of technology. Here are some reminders below on great ways to start healthy 
conversations with children on their use of technology.  

Start the conversation on a positive note: 
What do you most like about the internet and why? 
What’s your favourite game, app or website? 
How does the internet and technology make your life better? 

Talk about relationships and communicating online: 
What is good about communicating online? 
What can be challenging about talking online? 
How much can you trust people you only know online? 

Talk about respect online: 
What does respect mean to you? What does it look like online? 
What makes a good friend online? 
What could you do if someone you were talking to online was unkind to you, or made you feel wor-
ried, upset or uncomfortable? 

Talk about looking after yourself and others online: 
How do you stay safe online? What tips do you have and where did you learn them? 
Do you know where to go for help and where to find the safety tools on your favourite apps and 
games? 
What could you do if you saw that a friend online needed some help or support? 

The website net-aware is an excellent resource to support with understanding many questions we 
might be faced with when trying to support our children to stay safe while online. To access it, write 
Net Aware into Google. It covers areas such as supporting your child if they see something online 
that upsets them, creating strong passwords, latest news, gaming apps with adult themes and a cat-
alogue of the latest apps on offer.  

Online Gaming 
Online gaming is hugely popular with children and 
young people. Annual research conducted by 
OFCOM shows that gaming is still one of the top 
activities enjoyed online by 5–16 year olds, with 
many of them gaming on mobile phones, games 
consoles, tablets or computers.  
Want to find out more about online gaming, click 
the link opposite and read about it.  
 
Alternatively, visit Net Aware: Online Issues: 
Gaming 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/gaming-2


What is a knowledge organiser and what is their purpose? 
Knowledge organisers form a key part of the learning process within a unit of work in a selection of 
different subjects. They identify the key areas that children will be learning about, include key vocab-
ulary and state the assessment question that all children will be working towards answering at the 
end of the unit. It is a resource that will be stuck into all books at the start of the unit being studied 
and will be there to support children with their learning throughout the unit.  
 
What is a Pre-teaching tool?  
Knowledge organisers are a pre-teaching tool aimed at teaching children concepts or skills prior to a 
lesson on the subject. It gives them a much improved chance of accessing lesson content in the 
depth other children are accessing it in. They are an important tool to support SEND children.  
 
What is the role of parents and carers with knowledge organisers?  
All subject organisers in selected subjects will be available on the school website at least 1 week  
before the unit of work is due to start at school. This is so that parents and carers can talk through 
subject organisers with their children before the start of work. Children will be more aware of what 
key vocabulary means as well as other key areas that are necessary to understand to excel in the 
unit of work.   
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE:  
CURRICULUM: KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS 

Book Week 
What a Book Week it was. A collection of fabulous authors helped to make Book Week possibly the best yet. 
Children engaged enthusiastically with each assembly and workshop they had and it all culminated in a World 
Book Day which started with a packed playground first thing in the morning - what a wonderful audience you 
all were! It all undoubtedly helped to continue our drive to make reading for our children the most pleasurable 
of experiences and a fabulous way to help with good wellbeing.  

Science Week 
Science week enabled children to both learn about the ocean- including how it works and what we can do to 
look after it- and to build important scientific investigative skills. The school enjoyed a visit from Incredible 
Oceans who spoke to children from Nursery to Year 6 and got to see how big a real orca actually is. We hope 
your child enjoyed the week. We have certainly been impressed by how enthused the children are about the 
subject of science.  
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Nursery 
We have had an exciting half –term learning all about 

plants and growth. We have been planting cress and 
making sandwiches. The children pulled up the first of 

the rhubarb and we made a delicious crumble. There 
are potatoes chitting in the classroom, onions growing 

in test tubes and cress in trays in the classroom. All the 
children are going home this holiday with their own 
garden made in a giant baked bean tin recycled from 

the school kitchen. They have propagated a mint plant 
from some cut mint in a jar of water. They planted a 

strawberry plant runner from the school garden and 
sewed some cress seed and added some labels. They 

have been watching and watering their plants for weeks. In literacy we have read-
ing Oliver’s vegetables and making mini vegetable gardens in shoe box trays. We also cooked some of the 

vegetables in the story, we roasted potato wedges and tried pea soup and every time we go the embankment 
we pick and eat the purple sprouting broccoli. We read Shark in the Park to help 
our rhyming learning and made some telescopes to accompany us to the embank-

ment to see if we could see a shark. The children have all produced some beauti-
ful collages of plants complete with roots and petals in our creative area. We had 

some exciting visitors in science week telling the children all about sperm 
whales and dolphins and how to look after the sea by not throwing plastic on the 

floor so it blows into the sea. We have been discovering 3D shapes, matching 
them to shapes in the environment and learning their names. We have practising 
recognising numbers up to 10 and having a go at writing them too with great 

enthusiasm. The children have all worked so hard.  

Enjoy the Easter break everyone with best wishes from the nursey team,  

Ms Greenaway, Ms Davis , Ms Olubanjo and Ms Nedjari.  

Reception 
Reception have had an amazing half term! Our topic this half term was The 
Storyteller. In our literacy lessons, we read lots of traditional tales includ-
ing The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Three Little Pigs and The Ginger-
bread Man. We acted out the stories with our friends, talked about our fa-
vourite parts and learned that some versions of the same story have differ-
ent endings. We made pancakes and gingerbread men, which were both 
delicious. Thankfully, our gingerbread men did not run away!  
We also learned about past and present. It was fascinating to look at imag-
es from the past. We talked about what houses looked like and what our 
local area was like many years ago. We also researched what toys were 
like in the past and compared them to 
the toys we play with today.  
We have had a very busy and exciting 
term celebrating Book Week and Sci-
ence Week. During Book Week, we 
loved getting to dress up as our fa-
vourite characters, take part in a pa-

rade and participate in our drama workshop. Being Max from ‘Where the 
Wild Things Are’ was very  exciting!  
 
During Science Week, we had lots of fun being scientists and learning 
about the oceans. We learned about whales and visited a life-sized orca 
in the playground. Did you know that blubber keeps whales warm in the 
ocean? Or that orcas are actually dolphins?  
We hope you all have a lovely Easter Break and look forward to seeing 
you soon for more fun and learning. 
 Ms Mulry and Ms O’Sullivan 

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 1 
What an exciting half term we have had in Year 1! First we had 

book week with author workshops, assemblies and dressing up 

as a book character, as well as other book and character activities 

in class. Then we had Science week where we explored making 

waves, learnt about the oceans, met a marine biologist and an 

oceanographer and then saw a life-size orca in the playground! 

In Maths, we have explored adding and subtracting numbers up 

to 20 (two-digit numbers can be tricky!) and are now working up 

to 50 which the children have taken in their stride. They can con-

fidently use number lines, counting equipment, ten frames and 

bead strings to represent numbers and complete calculations. 

During English lessons, we have written our own spooky tales, 

diary entries pretending we were there for the Great Fire of Lon-

don and have started to create our own poems. Some of the 

rhymes have been really imaginative and blown us away, such as Hawaiian and Brian! 

Science lessons have focussed on identifying and classifying animals, as well as learning about what they eat. 

The questions about some of the animals have had us adults researching, looking to find out more. 

In Art lessons we have learnt about Land Art, specifically that by Richard Long and Andy Goldsworthy. We 

have then gone to the embankment and had a go at making our own as well. We are sure you will agree that 

they are very impressive. 

History this term has been learning about everyone’s favourite thing – toys! We have looked at toys through 

the ages, starting with the Vikings, moving onto Victorians before looking at toys through the 20 th Century 

and comparing them to toys the children are familiar with. They were very surprised to see the toys we had as 

children! 

We have started in Computing lessons to log into Purple Mash independently and are learning about how to 

stay safe whilst online. The children are now getting to grips with using a mouse and using a keyboard to type.  

With such an exciting and fun-filled half term completed, we wish you all a joyful and peaceful (and hopeful-

ly sunny!) Easter holiday. 

  

Ms Bellini, Miss Moore and the Year 1 team. 

Year 2 
It has been another fantastic half term in year 2, filled with 
lots of learning and fun!  
In English, our writing has been inspired by the story of ‘The 
Bog Baby’ by Jeanne Willis. We created an information re-
port about the appearance and habitat of the bog baby, fol-
lowed by a retelling of the story, using lots of expanded noun 
phrases and adverbs.  
In maths, we have been learning about length and height and 
understanding the difference between centimetres and metres. 
We enjoyed measuring lots of objects in our classroom using 
a ruler and metre stick! 
In RE, we have enjoyed learning about the Easter story and 
the meaning of different symbols of Easter. We also went for 
an Easter egg hunt on the embankment which was very excit-
ing!  
We have learnt lots of interesting facts about Australia in hu-
manities, from its physical and human features to its interest-
ing animals and wildlife. Our understanding of Australian 
culture has been deepened in art, where we have been creat-
ing dot paintings on fabric inspired by traditional aboriginal 
art. 
Science Week and Book Week have also been highlights of 
this half term and we were lucky enough to have some really 
interesting visitors who we learnt a lot from. 
Have a lovely Easter break and we look forward to seeing you all in the summer term! 
Ms Cunningham, Ms Hurley, Ms Brandon, Mr Sowa and Ms Wani 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 3 
Year 3 have enjoyed an extremely busy, but fun-filled, half-term this Spring. It 
has been jam-packed full of exciting experiences.   
 
Book Week was, as always, a hugely enjoyable time.  Both classes undertook 
assemblies/workshops with a number of different authors and, in particular, 
loved meeting Serena Patel having recently read her book Anisha the Acci-
dental Detective. It was also fantastic to see the children dress up as characters 
from books they have read for the annual costume parade.  Science week was 
also lots of fun: the children explored buoyancy when building their own boats 
and loved learning about whales and dolphins in a thoroughly enjoyable work-
shop.  We were then the first year group post-Covid to welcome parents back 
into school for class assemblies. Both classes performed wonderfully well and set a high bar for the rest of the 
school to follow! 
In English this term, we read Escape from Pompeii and enjoyed writing our own dramatic adventures about a 
natural disaster.  We also produced book reviews for a non-fiction text. In maths, the children got to grips with 
handling and interpreting data when studying statistics. They also learnt about length, perimeter and units of 
measurement.  There are not many objects left in the classrooms which haven't been studiously measured at 
some point this term! Science has gotten us handling rocks and digging around in the soil; in computing, we 
have been introduced to spreadsheets; art has allowed us to ex-
periment with marking and shading in the style of Van Gogh 
and R.E. has opened up the story of Easter.  Our topic of volca-
nos in geography reached a thrilling end this week when the 
children presented all the fabulous work they had carried out 
building models of volcanos.  Eruptions were felt on the em-
bankment, in the playground and across Kensal Rise throughout 
the week! 
Thank you for all your support this term, particularly with learn-
ing lines for the class assembly and for all the help with pro-
jects.  We hope you enjoy a restful break and look forward to 
seeing you in the summer term. 
Year 3 Team 

Year 4.  

 In English, we wrote Anglo-Saxon myths, based on the story of Beowulf. We have also written a diary, based 

on a character in the story of Dog on a Train. Our focus has been on adding ‘ing’ and ‘ed’ clauses, as openers 

to sentences and embedding the clause. We have also learnt how to add details to speech. 

Our main maths topic has been fractions, finding equivalent fractions and adding and subtracting fractions. 

We have also looked at how fractions become decimals and how to divide by 10 and 100. 

In history, we have learnt about the Vikings and whether they were invaders or settlers.  We enjoyed creating 

various circuits in our electricity unit in science. After learning about conductors and insulators, we were able 

to make switches. In Religious Education, the children have been learning about Holy Communion, visiting St 

Martins Church to see the elements of a 

communion service. 

Book Week was most enjoyable and we 

loved the costumes. We were fortunate 

to have a number of assemblies from 

different authors and enjoyed our work-

shop creating imaginary worlds. 

We are all looking forward celebrating 

Easter by acting out the story in church 

on the last day of term. 

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 5 
What a successful term it’s been for everyone! It’s been encouraging to 
see all our children enjoying their learning and interactions with their 
friends. Our children have worked incredibly hard this term with lots to 
celebrate.  
In English, our children enjoyed learning to write and perform acrostic 
spells based on Robert Macfarlane’s ‘Lost Words’. They enjoyed using a 
wide variety of poetic devices such as alliteration, onomatopoeia and rep-
etition in their acrostic spells. They also enjoyed learning to write a for-
mal persuasive letter to the Secretary of Education. They included persua-
sive techniques such as rhetorical questions, power of 3 and exaggeration 
in order to make their letters very persuasive. 
Our children have also enjoyed learning about fractions in maths and have 
been demonstrating resilience when converting mixed numbers to im-
proper fractions and vice versa.  They have also enjoyed applying their knowledge of multiplication tables to 
find fractions of numbers. 
In RE, our children enjoyed deepening their knowledge of how churches around the world observe Lent and 
Easter celebrations. They enjoyed exploring common religious rituals that Christians worldwide observe dur-
ing Ash Wednesday, Lent, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday 
celebrations.  
In science, our children enjoyed learning about how to separate different materials. They responded positively 
to all the practical activities linked to material separation. They also enjoyed conducting an investigation on 
the effect of carbon dioxide on our oceans as part of Science Week celebration. 
In geography, our children have enjoyed deepening their knowledge of how London has developed around the 
River Thames over time. They have also enjoyed exploring the impact of canals in development of London 
through an exciting trip along the Paddington canal on a specially designed electric barge.  
We also enjoyed exploring effective mechanisms that create movement in cam toys as part of our DT topic. 
Our children have been showing resilience and patience in their quest to make their cam toys move. 
Book Week was also huge success this term. Our children enjoyed their amazing workshop with Karl Nova, a 
famous poet and author. 
Be proud of all your achievements this term year 5. Wishing you all a very restful Easter holiday break.  
Mr Duker, Mrs Brookes and Ms Foster  

 

Year 6 
Year 6 have had another brilliant half term, with lots of exciting things 
going on! They thoroughly enjoyed book week, with a fantastic workshop 
from M.G. Leonard planning their own crime novel. The following week 
was science week. They conducted a range of exciting investigations which 
explored the effects of climate change on our oceans, and the week was 
rounded off with an engaging talk with some oceanographers visiting our 
school. And a life-size inflatable orca! 
We have been enjoying reading a range of books in English this term and 
using them to inspire our writing: The Giant’s Necklace by Michael 
Morpurgo and The promise by Nicola Davies. The children have produced 
some fantastic pieces of writing inspired by these texts, such as an infor-
mation leaflet on homelessness. The children were able to use a combina-
tion of facts, statistics and some emotive language to explain to the reader 
what homelessness is and how people can help. They should be proud of their writing. 
Both classes have impressed us with their understanding in maths especially with percentages and perimeter 
and area. Even when things got more challenging, the children showed the school value of growth throughout. 
A highlight for the children this term has been Art. The children have been using the batik technique to create 
beautiful designs on fabric inspired by the architects Norman Foster and Gaudi. They produced beautiful piec-
es! In science, we have been learning how to classify all living things based on the Linnaeus Classification 
System, exploring the embankment to see what living things we could find to classify. To round off the half-
term we took part in two different yet enjoyable workshops. Firstly, we had Wizard Drama Company visit us 
to teach us all about being safe when on public transport and when walking alone. We then had our second 
skipping workshop with Skipping Dan, which all the children loved in the sunny weather. 
Thank you for the continuous support this half term. We wish you all a restful Easter break filled with lots of 
chocolate and fun and look forward to seeing all the children after the holidays, 
Best wishes, 
Ms Gayer and Mr McCann 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk


    www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk     admin@princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk 

Music 
 

As always, it’s been a busy 

and exciting term in music. 

In year 4, 5 and 6, classes 

are split into 2 groups. One 

group (half a class) learn 

steel pans with Mr Clarke. 

Children learn songs by rote, 

honing their aural skills, 

memorization and ensemble 

as they learn new songs to-

gether. The other half learn 

music with Mr Tang. In year 

6, children have been prolifi-

cally writing songs for their 

Summer Production, which 

will be an original adventure 

story, set in space, about the 

value of diversity and the 

truth that it’s OK to be dif-

ferent. In year 5, children 

have refined their ICT skills 

as they have composed melodies using the online platform ‘Noteflight.’ Children have also plucked melodies 

on the ukulele, reading from notation. In year 4, children have been writing songs in class, ready to perform in 

the Easter Church service.   

In year 1, 2 and 3, children receive 2 music lessons per week. One session is with Danny, who teaches poly-

rhythms on the African drums. The other session is with Mr Tang, or Krisztina (for year 1). Year 3 have been 

exploring 4 part harmony in a class recorder ensemble, with tenor, alto and soprano recorders. Year 2 have 

been learning to read music on the treble clef and have applied their learning in playing melodies on the 

glockenspiel.  

Year 1 have been learning to play pizzicato open strings on the violin with Krisztina. 

Children in Reception receive 2 sessions with Mr Tang each week. One session develops musicality, move-

ment and understanding. Inspired by the Kodaly approach, children are introduced to solfege from a young 

age, and swiftly apply their musical understanding in learning instruments such as the glockenspiel. The other 

session is a ‘music and story time’ session, where at the end of the day, children wind down with songs and 

stories. 

In the Nursery children receive 2 sessions per week. This half term we have been focusing on the glocken-

spiel. Notes are colour co-ordinated to aid learning. E is blue, D is green and C is red. Children sing the song, 

sing the solfege and sing the colour name before touching and playing on the coloured stickers on the glocks. 

 This year many of the clubs have been initiated by and driven by children. We have 6 singing groups: a year 

6 girls’ choir, a year 5 girls’ choir, a year 5-6 boys’ singing club, a year 3-4 girls’ choir, a year 3-4 boys’ sing-

ing club and a ‘singing in the shed’ session with year 1 and 2. Our senior choirs (year 5&6) have been learning 

songs such as Queen medley, Waving Flag, Somewhere and the German version of Ode to Joy. This is in 

preparation for the massive musical spectacular, Brent Makes Music, which will take place at Wembley arena. 

The year 3-4 choirs have been learning songs to perform at the Easter Church service. 

The year 1-2 ‘singing under the shelter is a new initiative that was inspired by feedback from the recent survey 

for parents. Each Thursday at break time children gather in the shelter in the embankment to sing lively action 

songs. 

In addition to our choirs, we have 6 instrumental ensembles. The senior strings have been learning Yellow 

Submarine and Fight song, and have been conducted by our students. The junior strings played ‘Chitty Chitty 

Bang Bang,’ while our newly formed year 4 brass and woodwind ensemble have been working on an arrange-

ment of ‘Were You There.’ The stage band have been improvising over the harmonic changes of a song that 

was written for the upcoming summer production, the steel pans band have learnt ‘Stand By Me’ and the rock 

band played Blur’s ‘Song 2.’  

Mr Tang 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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       PE 
 
In Nursery the children have been learning to move 
around with control, balance and co-ordination  and 
have been using different pieces of equipment to 
challenge themselves with throwing and catching. 
The reception children have been improving their 
running abilities this half term. They have been de-
veloping speed and control as well as working with 
others in small groups and teams. 
In KS1 this half term the children have been prac-
tising bat and ball skills. They have learnt how to 
hold a bat correctly in one hand, strike a ball and 
how to send a ball accurately to a partner. 
The children in years 3 and 5 have been developing 
their bowling, batting and fielding skills, They have 
learnt how to bowl overarm in cricket, how to take 
low and high catches and where to position their 
hands to be successful. 
Year 4 have continued to improve on their different swimming strokes this term as well as learning important 
life saving skills and pool rescue. 
In Year 6 the children have been learning the rules and skills needed for the game of rounders. They have 
learnt the different positions in the game and the role of the fielders in specific positions. 
The daily Move a Mile continues to benefit the children and they have shown an improvement in their fitness 
and stamina levels. 
 We have also enjoyed the opportunities to compete in various different sports events outside of school once 
again. Since the February half term we have had a football match, basketball festival, indoor athletics compe-
tition and a cross-country tournament which the children have all really enjoyed taking part in. I am hoping to 
go to more in the summer term and involve different year groups. 
Have a fantastic Easter break and see you all in two weeks. 
Mr Chantler. 
PE Co-ordinator. 

 

School Prayer 
 

Father God, 
We thank you for loving and making each one of us, 

Help us to respect and care for each other and our environment. 
Help us to work hard and play fairly 

That our school may be a place of joy, peace and hope and a light in this community 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 

Amen 
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