
Princess Fred’s Matters 

Thursday 1st April 2021 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 

us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  

Peter1:3 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

As we reach the Easter break, we would like to take this opportunity to both say thank you to our school 

community and a very big well done. All school staff have worked incredibly hard to ensure the transition for 

all children back to learning every day in school has and continues to be as smooth and as seamless as 

possible. Reflecting on where we are as a school, it is clear there is lots to be proud of with and a lot to look 

forward to. We couldn’t possibly write this message without giving thanks for Book Week and all Mr McCann 

and the PSA achieved in delivering a programme that, despite falling in lock-down, will be remembered for 

the success it was. Please see our Twitter page for more on this great week as well as information and small 

snapshots on many other memorable events from the second half of the spring term. Finally, it was lovely to 

finish the term with a remote church service led by Reverend Will Leaf that the whole school joined, 

organised by Mr Duker and Mr Tang. 

 

We can now look forward to an (fingers firmly crossed) uninterrupted summer term with lots to be excited 

about and, while it will look different to summer terms of the past, we are confident it will be an enjoyable and 

engaging time full of learning experiences across the breadth of our school curriculum. But before that starts, I 

dearly hope you are able to take some time to properly rest over the Easter weekend and that you enjoy all that 

comes with brighter and longer days. 

 

Thank you for all your support and we look forward to seeing you on Monday 19th April. 
 
Mr Richards, Ms Christopher and Ms Banks 

Safeguarding and Child Protection  
 

IF YOU HAVE A CHILD PROTECTION OR SAFEGUARDING CONCERN, PLEASE REPORT IT 
TO THE SCHOOL 

 
Please remember the school is here to support families with child protection and safeguarding concerns. If you 
are worried about something, you can report concerns directly to the school DSL (Designated Safeguarding 
Lead) which is Ms Griffin or one of the deputy DSLs which is either Mr Richards (HT) or Ms Christopher 
(DHT) through safeguarding@princessfrederica.com. This e-mail address inbox is monitored every day. 

 
Important Phone Number for Brent Family Front Door 

If you have a concern about a child, and wish to go directly to Brent Social Services, you should call the Brent 
Family Front Door Service on 02089 37 4300. Here they will be happy to discuss your concern.   

 
 

Ms Julia Griffin         Mr Lucas Janssen     Mr Anthony Richards      Ms Nicola Christopher 
         DSL                     Link Governor              Deputy DSL                     Deputy DSL 
                                     for safeguarding                 and HT                           

https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/


Princess Frederica Twitter Account 
Please follow us on Twitter! We are using this platform more regularly now 
to celebrate all that our children are enjoying and achieving in school. You 
can also see the Twitter feed on the homepage of the school 
website.    
 

 
Official Twitter Account: PrincessFrederica_PS  

School focuses for the summer term 

In the first week after Easter we have 3 Zoom presentations planned (one for Reception, one for KS1 and one 
for KS2) that parents and carers are warmly encouraged to attend to gain a clear idea on the school’s focuses 

for the summer term (full details will be shared through email). This is followed by school reports shared at 
the end of the first week and then parent and teacher meetings in the second week back after Easter for all year 
groups. These key dates have been planned to give parents and carers clarity on the overall school focuses for 

the summer term followed by an opportunity to first read and then discuss in more depth your child with their 
class teacher.  

Monday 19th April Appointments system opens for making 10 minute  
appointment with class teachers 

Tuesday 20th April at 5pm Presentation on KS2 (Year 3 – Year 6) 

Wednesday 21st April 2021 at 5pm Presentation on KS1 (Year 1 – Year 2) 

Thursday 22nd April 2021 at 5pm Presentation on Reception 

Friday 23rd April Reports go home at the end of the school day 

Tuesday 27th April 2021 10 minute appointment with your child’s class teacher. 
This is for all parents and carers who have children in 
Nursery to Year 6 

Thursday 29th April 2021 

Looking at diversity in our school curriculum  

 
Over the last 18 months we have been looking carefully at our school curriculum offer and all that it includes. 

There are have been changes in nearly every subject with some new content included, some refinements made 

to areas that already existed and some focuses reduced. One thing we have learnt from this process is that a 

curriculum is never finished and that it changes for many different reasons. A recent example of this is in Year 

2 where children now learn about the NHS as part of their history unit on Nurturing Nurses (in response to 

events of the last 12 months). Another important factor is that our curriculum reflects the diversity of our 

school community and celebrates this across all subject areas. This is an area of focus for the school at the 

moment and as part of this process, the school is asking for expressions of interest from parents and carers 

who would like to join a focus group led by a school leader with the specific purpose of looking at diversity in 

our school curriculum. If you would like to be part of this, please email admin@princessfrederica.com mark-

ing your email for the attention of Ms Christopher with your name and that you would like to register your 

interest to join a focus group looking at diversity in the school curriculum. Thank you.   

 



Brent Parent Portal 
 
A reminder of the Brent Parent Portal that is open for use by anyone in our school community.  
 
It is designed to help you with supporting your child throughout their time in the British education system. 
There are two sections for you to explore as you wish:  

 Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Primary Schools which covers resources related to parents 
with children aged 2-11 

 Secondary School and Sixth Form Colleges which includes resources for parents with children and 
young adults aged 11-18 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Portal shares a range of information and resources to help parents support their children’s learning and 
development. It is designed to provide easily accessible and succinctly presented information for parents in 
one place, with links to more detailed information to be found from government and other organisations’ web-
sites. Information is presented in a variety of ways which include presentations, voice overs on text and Pow-
erPoint presentations. In some sections there are Guides which can be downloaded and printed as a poster for 
easy reference. Where appropriate YouTube clips have been used to provide the information. 
 
We hope you enjoy using this resource. It is aimed at providing support for the whole school community. To 
encourage use of the portal, we will focusing on an area of the portal in every newsletter. It is an important 
resource that will be used in school as well and we hope you find it interesting and useful. We would also  
welcome feedback on any part of the portal and this should be directed for the attention of Ms Christopher.    
 
BCA Parent Resource Portal URL      

https://bca.bsp.london/ 
Name:  Princess Frederica CofE Primary School  
Email : pr incessfreder ica_bca@bsp.london  
Password : Pr incessfreder icaparentpor tal1!  
 

https://bca.bsp.london/


    www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk     admin@princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk 

Nursery 
This has been an exciting half-term in nursery, the six weeks started with book week where the children inves-

tigated traditional tales using puppets and the new puppet theatre. The children all made their own spoon pup-
pet character that they played with all week making up stories with their friends. We had a really fun online 

workshop with Hannah Conway where the children acted out ‘The hungry caterpillar’. On the embankment 
it’s all about spring! We have been planting beans and peas in the vegetable beds and harvesting the purple 

sprouting broccoli. In the pond the frogs are everywhere! And we have been watching the pond fill with frog-
spawn. We will be following the growth of the frogspawn into tadpoles and then baby froglets. The children 
have made a beautiful spring tree picture with blossom and a blue sky. This last week has been an investiga-

tion of Easter the children will be going home with an Easter basket and a beautiful bonnet to wear on Easter 
Sunday. Have a lovely Easter break from the nursery team.  

Ms Greenaway, Ms Davis and Mr Olubanjo. 

Reception 
It has been wonderful to have you all back at school in person this half term! The children have settled in bril-
liantly and are enjoying spending lots of quality time with their friends again. 
In maths, we have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes and their properties. We went on a shape hunt in the 
classroom and outside in the embankment to try to spot different shapes in the environment. We have also 
been applying our knowledge in the construction area 
and have built lots of impressive towers using 3D 
shapes!  
In phonics, we have been revising some of our old 
sounds and have spent lots of time writing simple 
words and sentences.  
One of our literacy focuses this half term was nursery 
rhymes and we have been having lots of fun in the 
creative area making incy wincy spiders and Humpty 
Dumpties!  
We also enjoyed making and writing beautiful Moth-
er’s Day cards for our lovely mums. Our favourite 
activity, though, was baking gingerbread people, 
which we decorated beautifully and quickly gobbled 
up! They were delicious!   
We hope you all have a wonderful Easter holiday full 
of fun and lots of chocolate! We look forward to see-
ing you after the break for more adventures.  
 
Ms Mulry and Ms Wilsher 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk
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Year 1 
We are thrilled to have Year 1 back in classroom after 8 weeks of home learning.  We have wasted no time in 
getting back into the swing of things and we are very proud of the children for adapting so well. 
This half term in English the children wrote us marvellous letters and loved writing their own rhyming couplet 
poems (very creative they were too!).  They also compared the books We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and We’re 
Going on a Lion Hunt.  They particularly enjoyed thinking of onomatopoeia words for the different story set-
tings.  In maths they have learnt to add and subtract numbers to 50 and count in 2s and 5s to 100. We studied 
the 5 main animal groups in Science and they had great fun classifying animals by their different features and 
by what they eat.  It was a joy to see their incredible Land and Room Art when we studied Andy Goldsworthy, 
we certainly have some budding artists in Year 1.  In RE we looked at the most important festival in the Chris-
tian calendar, Easter, and in Geography the children learned the names of the 7 continents and 5 oceans and 
the difference between a country and a continent.  One of our weekly highlights is always African Dancing 
with Danny – you should see our moves! 
We wish you all a very happy Easter and thank you for your wonderful support. 

Miss Moore and Ms. Bellini 

Year 2 
It has been fantastic having year 2 children back at school this half term. As fun as online lessons were, it is 

definitely a joy to see everyone back in the classroom!  

In English, we have done some phenomenal adventure-style writing based on the book ‘Fortunately the Milk’ 
by Neil Gaiman, even devising our own endings for our stories.  

In Maths, we have been learning about Length and Height and 

2D Shapes; we had lots of fun creating our own shapes using string!  

We have enjoyed creating some imaginative collages in Art, inspired by 
the work of Henri Matisse and Bridget Riley. We have also been learn-

ing about the uses of everyday materials in Science and have carried out 
some exciting experiments to test the properties of different materials.  

Ms J, Ms Brookes and Ms Cunningham  

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk
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Year 3 
Year 3 worked hard at home (and in school) during lockdown. It has been great being back together again for 
the last four weeks of term. We have been publishing our stories which were based on the Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad Pig. We've also been learning how to write and perform persuasive speeches. Our practical 

maths included measuring the playground with trundle wheels and creating shapes on geoboards, then calcu-
lating their perimeter. We have learnt all about volcanoes and have been most impressed by the variety of vol-

cano models created for the homework project. We spent a week learning about rocks and soils, finding out 
how different rocks are formed and doing experiments. It was great to be able to use the embankment to ex-

plore soil. Our final RE topic this term is based around characters in the 
Easter story, looking at how they are portrayed by a range of artists and 

thinking what their role is. In the last week of term we're making mov-
ing monsters in DT. Thank you to all the parents for your support dur-
ing home learning and throughout the year. Happy Easter year 3. 

Ms Griffin and Ms Bastick 

 

Year 4 
Welcome back to the school after remote learning which has involved continuing the curriculum via Google 
Classroom! It’s been great to see all our children’s smooth transition from home learning to school based 
learning and they’ve been enjoying interactions with their peers and teachers.  
In English, we have been looking at poetry. We have studied Benjamin Zephaniah’s poems about countries. 
We also compared one by another poem and identified differences and similarities. In English, the children 
experienced reading a part of Beowulf and writing their own Myth.  
In maths, we have covered fractions. The children were able to simplify fractions, find the equivalent frac-
tions, add and subtract fractions and calculate fractions of amounts.  
In history, we focused on the Vikings. The children studied where the Vikings came from and if they were 
invaders or settlers.  Our science unit of work this half term was sound. We have explored how high and low 
sounds are created. The children also had the opportunity to play different instruments to create high and low 
pitches.  
In religious education, the children have been learning about Holy Communion. They also enjoyed looking 
into how the Christian qualities support fame. 
Book Week was also huge success this term even though it was remotely celebrated. Children enjoyed their 

amazing virtual assembly with the famous author Abi Elphinstone. 
As the spring term draws to an end, we are looking for-
ward to the Easter holidays and the final term. 
Stay safe and God bless you all. 
Mr. Sowa, Ms. Yerlisu and Ms. Thorpe 

 

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 5 
What a successful return to school life it’s been 
for everyone! It’s been encouraging to see all 
our children transition from home learning to 
school based learning where they’ve been en-
joying interactions with their friends. Our chil-
dren have worked incredibly hard this term 
even under the somewhat strange circumstance.  
In English, our children enjoyed using a wide 
variety of ambitious vocabulary and emotive 
language to write a diary entry as a lighthouse 
keeper. They enjoyed researching factual infor-
mation about lighthouses and applied their ac-
quired knowledge into making their diary en-
tries very realistic. 
Our children have enjoyed learning about frac-
tions in maths and have been demonstrating 
resilience when converting mixed numbers to 
improper fractions and vice versa.  They have 
also enjoyed applying their knowledge of mul-
tiplication tables to solving long multiplication 
problems. 
In RE, our children enjoyed deepening their knowledge of how churches around the world observe Lent and 
Easter celebrations. They also enjoyed creating information leaflets based on Lent and Easter celebrations.  
As part of science focus day, our children acquired an in-depth knowledge of the different ways in which liv-
ing things reproduce. They particularly enjoyed plant reproduction where they dissected daffodils in order to 
gain a better understanding of the different parts of a flower relevant for pollination. We also enjoyed another 
science day learning about how to separate different materials. Our children responded positively to all the 
practical activities linked to material separation. 
In geography, our children enjoyed learning all about rivers and how rivers develop. They enjoyed researching 
factual information about the different stages of rivers and also drawing and labelling its parts. 
We also enjoyed an art focus day studying the work of Hundertwasser and Frank Auerbach. Our children pro-
duced observational drawings and developed layering techniques. They also enjoyed applying their imagina-
tion and experience to construct and draw the unknown. 
Book Week was also huge success this term even though it was remotely celebrated. Children enjoyed their 
amazing virtual workshop with the famous author of Malamander, Thomas Taylor. 
Be proud of all your achievements 
this term year 5. Wishing you all a 
very restful Easter holiday break.  
 
Mr Duker and Ms Gayer 

 

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 6 
We firstly would like to again applaud all the children for their dedication and hard work during the eight 

weeks of remote learning. It was a challenging time for us all but the combination of children’s maturity and 

eagerness to learn along with the support from all of you parents, we made it work successfully.  On returning 

to school, both classes have made some good progress in their learning and have adapted back to full class 

teaching well. 

In English, the children have had the opportunity to publish their diary entries which they wrote during Lock-

down and we spent two weeks looking at writing information leaflets discussing the topic of homelessness. 

The children were able to use a combination of facts, statistics and some emotive language when necessary to 

explain to the reader what homelessness is and how people can help. Both classes have impressed us with 

their understanding in maths especially with the introduction of a new topic of algebra. Even when things got 

more challenging the children demonstrated the school value of endurance throughout and seem to all now be 

enjoying the topic! 

Since returning to school, we have had the opportunity to teach subjects that we unfortunately missed during 

lockdown. The children were equally excited for both science and art and we planned lots of fun activities for 

them. Firstly, in art the children used Gustav Klint for inspiration to create layered collages that came out fan-

tastically well. So much so, we believe there are many budding artists in year 6. In science, we firstly studied 

the circulatory system along with looking at the effects of exercise, diet, alcohol and drugs on our bodies. We 

even had the opportunity to dissect a lamb’s heart to be able to identify the different parts of it, which despite 

the squeamish reactions was an interesting and hands on scientific experience.  On the same day as the dissec-

tions the children had the opportunity to take part in a forensic science workshop which forms part of another 

science unit we will be looking at. Here, the children had the opportunity to become forensic scientists and try 

to solve a crime! We all had a brilliant time and we were impressed by the children’s attitudes and eagerness 

to become scientists for the duration. 

We wish you all a restful Easter break filled with lots 

of chocolate and laughter and look forward to seeing 

all the children after the holidays where we will look 

at topics such as: ratio and proportion in maths, classi-

fication in science and France in geography. 

Mr McCann & Mr Larke  

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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       PE 
Firstly I’d like to say, welcome back to school to all the children and how good it feels to have you back and 
doing our PE lessons together again. It has been so enjoyable and rewarding as a teacher to see all the children 
get straight back into their learning, fun and enjoyment of the lessons. Thank you. 
In Nursery we have been looking at how we move around with control, balance and co-ordination in various 
ways and using different pieces of equipment to challenge ourselves. 
Our Reception children have been improving on their running abilities this half term. They have been devel-
oping speed and control.  
In KS1 this half term we have been looking at our bat and ball skills. The children have been learning how to 
hold a bat correctly in one hand, strike a ball and how to send a ball accurately to a partner. 
The children in KS2 have focused on developing their cricket skills and shown great improvement in their 
bowling, batting and fielding skills. They have been learning the correct skills to bowl overarm in cricket, take 
low and high catches, demonstrating where to positioning their hands to be successful. In Year 4 we have en-
joyed working with and learning from expert cricket coaches who have come to the school from Willesden 
Sports Centre to help and engage the children in their PE lessons. They have passed on valuable ideas, skills 
and techniques in all areas of the game. Something that both the children and myself have fully appreciated. 
As a whole school we are all fully focused every day with our move a mile in break times and within the PE 
lessons. Children are really starting to show fantastic improvement with their fitness and stamina levels. 
Have a fantastic Easter break and see you all in two weeks. 
Mr Chantler, PE Co-ordinator. 

Music 
It's been wonderful to be back in school. Music instrumental lessons have blossomed. Several children demon-
strated the hard work they put in during the lockdown in the termly online Extravaganza. We plan to send out 
highlights from this later this week.  
In class music it has been wonderful to hear children singing, live, in person, in their classes again.  
In year 6, children have been busy writing the songs for their Summer Production; year 4 have been working 
hard at composing and performing their lines for their telling of the Easter Story.  
Children in year 2 and 3 have been learning note reading and applying it when playing the glockenspiel, year 
5 have learnt Ukulele, while half of the children in year 4-6 have started 
off again on steel pans.  
It's been an exciting term.  
On a final note, some good news. My wife and I are expecting a child in 
April. I look forward to seeing you all again when I return from Paternity 
leave.  
J Tang 

School Prayer 
 

Father God, 
We thank you for loving and making each one of us, 

Help us to respect and care for each other and our environment. 
Help us to work hard and play fairly 

That our school may be a place of joy, peace and hope and a light in this community 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 

Amen 
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