Princess Fred’s Matters
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation 2 Corinthians 8:18
Friday 14th February ‘20

Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a busy and enjoyable half-term. The children took part in a science week involving experiments
and workshops with an emphasis on learning all about investigating. A few weeks after, the children focused
on how to keep safe when online and went over the SMART rules. Please take some time to read this
newsletter to find out more about what has been happening within different year groups and across the school.
It also includes a bit more information about events approaching.
Many thanks for your continued support and we hope you have a safe, enjoyable and relaxing half-term.
Mr Richards, Ms Christopher and Ms Banks
Book Week and World Book Day
Book Week is almost upon us, excitement is definitely rising and costume ideas are being discussed. The
names of authors visiting have slowly been released and the full lineup can be confirmed:
Monday 2nd March - Christopher Edge & Perform for Schools
Tuesday 3rd March - Stewart Foster
Wednesday 4th March - Lisa Thompson
Thursday 5th March - Sav Akyuz
Friday 6th March - Ross Montogomery
Monday 9th March - Onjali Q Rauf
Friday 13th March - M.G. Leonard & Sam Sedgman
During Book Week there are a couple of things for parents and carers to note. Firstly, parents and carers are
invited and warmly encouraged to come into school and read a book, share a short story or tell a tale to their
child’s class on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Each class will have slots from 3pm to the end of the day. If
you wish to tell a story to your child’s class, please speak to your child’s class teacher directly. On World
Book Day, there will be a parade first thing in the morning after drop-off. It usually lasts no longer than 30
minutes with a Key Stage 2 class first followed by Nursery and then up through the year groups from there.
During the other days of Book Week, the children will take part in various assemblies and workshops with
authors. These authors will be selling books after school in the playground.
WHY DO WE DO BOOK WEEK AT PRINCESS FREDERICA?
We celebrate Book Week as part of our school's commitment to fostering a strong love of reading. Book Week
is all about the children meeting authors who love books and love reading, exposing children to really high
quality literature and encouraging them to read a range of genres. In addition, it allows our children to have
creative writing workshops with experts in their field.
THANK YOU TO THE PSA AND PARTICULAR THANKS TO BOTH AMANDA MACKENZIE AND
PENDLE HARTE WHO HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN MAKING BOOK WEEK THE EVENT IT
IS!

School Council Trip to Parliament
This half term, school council were lucky enough to go on a trip to the Houses of Parliament. They were taken
on a tour of Parliament where they learnt about how MPs are elected, what they do for their communities and
how laws are made and passed. The children were even invited to watch live debates
taking place in the House of Lords and House of Commons.
After their tour, the children took part in a workshop where they learnt about
democracy and how people throughout history have made their voices heard. They
found out about the Suffragette movement and how brave women fought tirelessly to
get the right to vote. They also thought about laws they would like to pass, such as
reducing the voting age to 16 and banning homework!
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SEND at Princess Frederica
Welcome to the Special Educational Needs section of the school newsletter where SEND updates will be
shared.
ELSA
Last year, the school was able to invest in ELSA training for two members of staff due to money raised by
runners taking part in Freddy, Steady, Go. The money paid for the training of two learning support
assistants Miss Howell and Miss Hurley who will be able to support children with social and emotional
aspects of learning as Emotional Literacy Support Assistants.https://www.elsanetwork.org/
Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark
The school is working towards achieving The Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark through the British Dyslexia
Association. This involves a range of commitments that the school is working on. Recently the school has had
two staff meetings on dyslexia awareness led by a dyslexia specialist from Brent.
Multi agency working
This term we have had visits from BOAT to support children and our allocated speech and language therapist
continues to visit every other Wednesday to support teachers and LSA's in delivering support to children who
have speech and language needs.
Dates for the diary
Learning support plan reviews will take place the week beginning 23rd March. The school will also be
organising a coffee morning giving parents and carers the opportunity to come and discuss all areas to do with
SEND. Further information on this to be communicated next half-term.
Charity at Princess Frederica
It was extremely sad to hear the news about the impact of the fires in Australia on the wildlife population.
From the proceeds of an Australian themed cake sale, we were able to adopt a koala from for each class in the
school. The certificate of adoption are proudly displayed in each classroom. We thank parents and carers for
supporting this cause meaning we were able to donate a total of £654.59. These donations went to WIRES
Australia https://www.wires.org.au/ to help wildlife. The adopted koalas are at the Koala Hospital- https://
www.koalahospital.org.au/. Here is an example of one of the adoption certificates. A huge thank you for all
your efforts and support - it was truly amazing!
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Working with local community

This half term, the school has been partnering with Elder’s Voice as part of a project funded by
Brent Borough of Culture 2020. Fourteen children have been taking part in weekly sessions at the
Elder’s Voice day centre, where they meet with elderly members of the community to talk, play and
create art. This has been an amazing opportunity for the children to connect with a different
generation and learn about their varied histories. So far, the children and older people have had
discussions about food, music and childhood games and we are looking forward to more exciting
sessions after the half term break.

Safeguarding and Child Protection
IF YOU HAVE A CHILD PROTECTION OR SAFEGUARDING CONCERN, PLEASE REPORT IT
TO THE SCHOOL
You can report concerns directly to the school DSL (Designated Safeguarding Lead) which is Ms Griffin or
the deputy DSL which is Mr Richards (HT). If neither of these people can be reached or it is out of school
hours, please e-mail safeguarding@princessfrederica.com. This e-mail address inbox is monitored out of
schools hours including weekends and school holidays.
Learning about keeping ourselves safe with a focus on E-Safety
During E-Safety week, the children learnt about how to keep safe in a range of different situations. We went
over what SMART means and the importance of remembering this to help us to deal with any difficult
experiences or situations we might be in when using the internet. The expectation is that all children know
what each letter is within the SMART acronym so they have strategies to deal with worrying situations they
might come across.
Overall, the most important message to the children is talking to
someone we trust such as a parent or teacher in school if we are left,
for any reason, feeling uncomfortable.

Ms Julia Griffin
Mr Peter Southgate
Mr Anthony Richards
DSL
Link Governor for Safeguarding Deputy DSL and HT
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Nursery
We have had a brilliant start to 2020 in Nursery! This short, six
week term has included Science Week, E-Safety Week and Chinese New Year. So we have been talking about how we celebrate
New Year with our families, the different materials things are made
of and how to be safe when using technology. Mr Tang has also
started teaching us African drumming on Monday afternoons. The
children have really been trying their hardest with all the learning
we have done so far.
The focus of this term has been traditional stories and nursery
rhymes and we have explored the main themes of these stories.
There have been many exciting activities, we have tried to build
our own houses out of straw, sticks and bricks, pretended to be billy goats crossing a bridge, made our own gingerbread man, and been painting self-portraits on the
tables (don’t tell Mr Richards!).
We have been continuing with Phase 1 Phonics, learning body percussion and rhyming this half
term. The children have particularly enjoyed playing sound bingo and listening to Dr Suess’ silly
rhymes. I am sure you will soon start hearing them making up their own, if you haven’t already!
With Ms Greenaway on the Embankment, we have learnt about: worms, slugs, compost, beetles,
spiders, the pond and hibernation! The children have also made stick bundles for the bug hotel in the
Nursery playground, been looking at different types of worms, drawing and collaging and pond dipping. They are really enjoying learning outdoors and exploring and they are fantastic at finding
worms.
We hope you have a peaceful and restful half term break and look forward to seeing you all when
you return.
The Nursery Team
Reception
This term in Reception we have been really busy. We had science
week at the start of term where we investigated different materials.
We experimented with colour changing milk and found that the blue
colour was the best. We also experimented with baking soda and vinegar to make our rainbow wizards brew. The children were fascinated
with this experiment and thought it looked like a volcano. Also this
term we have also been learning to rhyme and identify rhyming
words. We have been reading ‘The Gingerbread Man’ ‘Goldilocks
and The Three Bears’ and also ‘The Three Little Pigs’. We had lots of
fun with these traditional tales. We even made gingerbread men and porridge in class, they were
delicious. In Maths we have been learning about number bonds and making whole numbers in various ways, we also learned numbers to 10 and are now able to compare numbers and explain why
one number is more or less. We have been having lots of fun in the
embankment and in our outdoor learning classroom. We learned
about spiders, beetles, bees and slugs. We even got to taste some
honey on bread when we learned about the bees and how they make
honey. We also planted some flowers so the bees can collect pollen
and we have been collecting our empty marker tubes to fill up our bee
house. The children have really enjoyed acting out the various stories
that we have learned about too.
Enjoy your half-term. From the Reception Team.
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Year 1
What an exciting half term we had in Year 1. In English, the children loved studying
the book Katie in London and finding out about the different landmarks. They also
wrote their own personal versions with some very interesting changes and put their
knowledge of London landmarks to good use to write non-fiction reports. In history,
the children were most inspired by our Great Fire of London topic and have become
very adept history detectives. They adored our theatre workshop about the Great Fire
and even pitched their designs for a better London to King Charles II and the Lord
Mayor! The London theme continued in DT with them designing, creating and evaluating a moveable fire engine. The
children learned about 3D and 2D shapes in maths and about
place value and addition/subtraction using numbers to 20. Their phonic knowledge
is rapidly expanding and they have learnt about common exception sounds like 'soft
c' and 'soft g'. Year 1 now know about important aspects of Judaism and can recognise many significant Jewish artefacts. In science they explored their bodies and the
5 senses and looked at differences and similarities between themselves and others.
The highlight was certainly Science Week when the children experimented with liquids and learnt about the powerful force of air....those balloon rockets were most
impressive!
We are both extremely grateful to all the parents and carers for their continued support and wish you all a happy half term holiday.
Miss Moore and Miss Coode

Year 2
What a busy but exciting half term that Year 2 have had! We have thoroughly enjoyed learning a variety of
exciting subjects.
In maths, we have enjoyed using a wide variety of concrete resources to support and deepen our understanding of solving multiplication and division problems. We have also enjoyed testing our knowledge of our 2s, 5s
and 10 times tables.
In English, we have enjoyed writing our own narrative adventure stories based on ‘Fortunately the Milk’ text.
We enjoyed using a wide range of descriptive language to create mind pictures for our reader. We also included a good range of emotive language and speech to bring our characters to life.
In science, we continued our study of everyday materials. We enjoyed learning about some inventors of everyday materials such as Charles Macintosh – the inventor of waterproof materials. We also worked collaboratively to plan and investigate materials suitable for making a raincoat. We also enjoyed using a wide range of
scientific vocabulary to explain our discovery.
In humanities, we have enjoyed learning about pirates as explorers. We enjoyed learning about routes that
pirates explored during the Golden Age of Piracy through drama and a workshop. We also learnt how to work
collaboratively to research key pirate facts which we presented to our friends. As a result of this, most of us
have been immersing ourselves into non-fictional texts about pirate life.
In DT, we enjoyed investigating the most suitable clasp to secure a pirate treasure chest. We first designed our
pirate treasure chest and then we tested a variety of clasps on our treasure chest to determine which clasps
were most suitable.
In RE, we enjoyed learning about different religious celebrations in Judaism and its significance to Jewish life
and culture. We also enjoyed using Jewish artefacts to support and deepen our understanding of Judaism. We
also enjoyed trying out some Jewish foods during our lesson on Rosh Hashanah.
The children should be very proud of their achievements this half term and we look forward to seeing them
next half term. Have
a wonderful break!
Mr Duker, Mr Kai
and Ms Bastick
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Year 3

Year 3 have become expert pizza chefs this half term! We can all confidently make a base adding
toppings of our choice with tomato and cheese as essentials. We've enjoyed eating them too!
In English we have been writing stories based on The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig.
We've also learnt how to write persuasive speeches as a character from the book. We have written
reports on aspects of Ancient Romans, after researching in books and on the internet, linking to our
history topic. Many children have shared their homework projects, giving a speech about a Roman
god or goddess. Our challenge in maths has been solving problems while multiplying and dividing 2
-digit numbers.
We learnt how to create branching
databases in computing and have been
experimenting with shadows in science. RE has focused on Judaism,
learning about the Exodus and Passover. Weekly swimming lessons are
continuing well.
3 Australia enjoyed sharing their
learning through their class assembly
and 3 Canberra are busy preparing for
theirs at the end of February.
Ms Griffin and Ms Staron

Year 4

Wow, what an exciting start we have had to
2020. We have been learning about division and
multiplication in maths, sound in science, Sikhism in RE and have just started a new history
topic on the Anglo-Saxons. In English we wrote
instructions in the style of Neil Gaiman. In art the
children created a collage in the style of Henri
Matisse and drew pop art images. In computing
we have been looking at a programme called
Logo on Purple Mash.
We particularly enjoyed Science Week where the children took part in an exciting electricity workshop and had fun making ice cream and exploding sandwich bags.
The highlight this term has to be the wonderful class
assemblies.
The children worked incredibly hard to learn their
lines and songs. Have a wonderful break.
Ms Greenaway, Ms Foster and Mr Sowa
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Year 5
Another half term complete for Year 5 and a positive one at that.
It has been packed full of interesting learning including rivers in
geography and Sikhism in R.E In art, the children were involved
in a print-making unit and we were blown away by their artistic
skill and talent. Year 5 also had the opportunity to make use of
the outdoor learning space with Ms Greenway for science. They
explored the unit ‘Living Things and their Habitats’ by investigating germination and dissecting plants among other things.
English studies have focused upon the book Floodlands by Marcus Sedgwick which has been used as a writing prompt for creating a dramatic and atmospheric adventure story. This was after
spending the first week back retelling Hurricane by David Wiesner with a focus on making sure
that the children included all the events of the story and all the features of writing we expect. Students also learnt about non-chronological reports where they were allowed to select their own special interest to create an informed report after exploring a range of other reports and learning about
their features and structure. Students continue to impress with the high standard of work produced
and should be congratulated for their effort this half term.
Both classes had the opportunity to be involved in the visit from the Shakespeare Company performing The Tempest along with some of the children, who are destined for a career in acting for
sure! They also had the pleasure of attending a science week workshop on the topic of biological
diversity where they learnt about cheetah preservation. This culminated in the children having the
opportunity to make a clay cheetah paw print to take home .The children must be applauded for
their maturity and perfect behaviour during both these workshops.
It has been most pleasing to see the way the students have approached a wide range of new topics
with enthusiasm and applied themselves fully to their learning. We wish you all a safe, restful and
enjoyable half term and look forward to the second half of spring term, which will include Book
Week!
Mr McCann and Ms Gayer
Year 6
In year 6 this half term, the children have enjoyed reading Michael Morpurgo's The Giant's Necklace - a touching and heartfelt short story with a twist! The book has inspired the children to produce some fantastic writing of their own, including dramatic narratives and formal newspaper reports. The magazine club have been continuing to work hard on a first issue detailing events and
issues from around the school - keep an eye out next half term for its launch!
In maths, we have been learning about algebra, area, perimeter, volume and ratio. Any children
seen in your garden with a measuring tape and pencil behind the ear, are probably just checking to
see if that swimming pool they've got their eye on will fit - and we like to see maths in practice!
We have also enjoyed learning about World War 1 in history, Gustav Klimt in art and designing
quizzes for our reception buddies in computing. A fantastic production of The Tempest by The
Children's Shakespeare Company's was warmly received by all.
In Science Week, year 6 enjoyed two practical investigations: one of which involved a packet of
mentos and a bottle of coca cola! The children were also given the opportunity to dissect a sheep’s
heart during their hands on science workshop.
Thank you for all your support this term and we hope you enjoy the break!
The Year 6 Team

Physical Education
This half term in PE we have been looking at fitness, stamina, circuit training and understanding why it’s
good to be healthy and maintain a balanced physical and active lifestyle.
Year 6 have been working on building a balanced fitness circuit that is designed for their own personal requirements every week and shows activities that benefit different parts of their bodies and muscles. They are
confident in knowing specific names of muscles, where they are in the body, what function they perform and
exercises to enhance the development of the muscle and their own fitness levels.
Year 5 have developed their personal fitness over the past few weeks, using different circuits and equipment.
They have learnt that circuits can take different forms (upper and lower body and core area) and work on different fitness elements. They have focused on improving their technique and quality of performance.
Year 4 have learnt that a circuit can be sport specific. They have focused on hockey, football, basketball and
rugby and performed a simple ball skill circuit with accuracy, understanding and good technique. It has
helped to improve their ball handling, dribbling, passing and shooting skills within the different team games
as well as their own fitness levels.
Year 3 are continuing to work hard in swimming every week and making progress with a variety of swimming strokes in the pool. A large number of children are swimming confidently in the main pool and working
on their backstroke and front crawl this half term.
Year 2 have been learning a range of skills through a series of circuits. They have learnt basic movements as
well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination. They are using the agility ladders a lot more confidently
now, which helps their movement, balance and overall fitness levels.
Year 1 have started to identify different skills and techniques to help with their movement and agility. They
have been developing their hand-eye co-ordination and focusing on how important our core muscles are to
help us with these different skills.
Reception classes are starting to work on skills with a partner or in small groups. They are developing their
communication and teamwork skills.
Nursery children have continued to show good development and confidence this half term with their work in
PE. They have been showing different ways to travel, (jumping, hopping, skipping, jogging) good spatial
awareness, movement and balance. They have also continued to work on their hand-eye co-ordination skills
using various pieces of equipment. (throwing, rolling, catching).
Football Teams
Both the boys’ and the girls’ football teams have been in action this half term. The girls, having won the tournament before Christmas at Capital City, went forward to represent Brent at the Middlesex County Tournament. The girls worked and played hard throughout the competition against teams from other boroughs and
were a credit to themselves and the school, coming fourth overall.
The boys recently played another game in the South Brent boy’s league against St Marys CofE Primary in
Willesden. Like the girls, the boy’s effort and hard work were excellent and despite losing 5-2 they are really
starting to play as a team with discipline on the pitch some excellent football.
Princess Frederica Athletics team
The school team of exceptional athletes took part in the Brent Indoor Athletics Tournament this half term and
performed, ran, jumped and threw at the highest of levels and abilities. All of the team should be very proud
of their work, efforts and discipline whether on the track or the field. Within our team we have some year 4
pupils who on the day were competing above their age group against year 5 and 6 children from other schools.
They rose to the challenge and took on everything that was thrown at them and competed without fear. Off
the track, the children were excellent role models and ambassadors for Princess Frederica, displaying fantastic
behaviour and sportsmanship throughout the whole day. Myself, Ms Sayers and Ms Wilson are incredibly proud of the
team and we will continue working hard with the children on
Wednesday evenings to prepare for the next event in June.
Have a great half term break.
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Music
One of the most enjoyable things about Princess Frederica is seeing the love, care and compassion
the children have for each other, and the eagerness with which the older children help the younger.
It has truly been a privilege to see older year 6 children walking in my shoes, teaching and leading
singing to the Reception children. Joy and laughter fill the classroom. The Nursery have also teamed
up with children in year 2, who have helped them to learn to play glockenspiel.
We had 3 extravaganzas this half-term. The first featured brass, woodwind and African Drumming. The second showcased the orchestra, chamber ensemble, pianists and drummers. The third,
smaller scale extravaganza, featured guitarists, pianists and drummers. Each concert also hosted one
of the school's 4 choirs.
African Drumming
Nursery, Reception, Year 1, 2 and 3 have been refining their skills on African Drums. Their efforts
culminated in a brilliant concert in which they showed off everything they had learnt. Next half term
Year 1, 2 and 3 will get to learn African Dancing.
Singing
Every day Kensal Green rings with the sound of children singing
in the lines before going up to class. Children have learnt songs
from different nationalities, including Chinese New Year songs.
The vibrant group of the senior boys singing club took part in
Brent Boys Sing, a borough wide event, where hundreds of boys
gather to sing and make music. After a 2 hour rehearsal the boys
were able to sing in 4 part harmony.
Year 4 have been singing away, working hard to compose the
songs for their Easter Musical.
Competition
The senior girl's choir, the orchestra and the chamber ensemble will be competing in the Music For
Youth regional Festival just after the half term holiday. We wish them all the best in the competition.
Extravaganzas
To set up each extravaganza concert involves a lot of work, shifting chairs, stands, instruments and
so on. It is heart warming to see so many children offering to give their time and energy in helping
to get everything under way. I could not possibly do it without the support of the amazing children
here at Princess Frederica.
Mr Tang

School Prayer
Father God,
We thank you for loving and making each one of us,
Help us to respect and care for each other and our environment.
Help us to work hard and play fairly
That our school may be a place of joy, peace and hope and a light in this community
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ

Amen
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