
Princess Fred’s Matters 

Friday 12th February 2021 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.. Romans 15:13  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

So we have made it. We are at half-term. We have now had 6 weeks of remote learning with the majority of children 

learning from home. It’s not been easy and there have been various challenges along the way, but now is a time to give 

everyone credit for what they have achieved. 

We want to start with school staff who we continue to be immensely proud of. Teachers have worked incredibly hard in 

circumstances they never anticipated they would ever face. They have adapted teaching methods, reflected on engagement 

and motivation methods and focused their time on ensuring the impact on the academic progress and wellbeing of the 

children in their classes is minimised as much as possible. I continue to be impressed  by how they meet challenges 

positively and with a forward thinking attitude. Something also reflected by staff in school, many of whom have taught 

and supported vulnerable children and the children of critical workers in school. They have worked tirelessly to ensure the 

education children are receiving while at home is mirrored in class and it’s been wonderful to see. The challenges for them 

have been many, not least break duties in the freezing conditions this week! Thank you to Mr Tang who has worked 

tirelessly to support both parents and carers and school staff with the technical aspects of Google and various other related 

platforms. I also wanted to thank the other teams in school such as the kitchen staff, our admin team and our site staff for 

all their hard work. And of course our nursery team who have continued to be in school all through this half-term.   

Next I wanted to thank our parent and carer community for their support and to praise all their hard work. I am well aware 

that even though everyone’s circumstances are different, we are all going through the most challenging of times. Whether 

it be the loss of someone close to us, financial implications, balancing work commitments with childcare or something 

else, we are all facing difficulties we never imagined previously. Yet your children continue to be supported in their 

academic endeavours balanced with their emotional wellbeing. I dearly hope we will all be back together in school again 

very soon but I am reassured that, in the meantime, children are being supported so wonderfully to make sure they are 

engaged with home learning.  

Finally, I wanted to say well done to the children. You have all worked very hard, whether you are at home or at school 

and should be proud of all you have achieved. I hope you are able to enjoy a little time away from screens and that you 

have a really good rest before the new half-term.   

Mr Richards, Ms Christopher and Ms Banks 

Safeguarding and Child Protection  
IF YOU HAVE A CHILD PROTECTION OR SAFEGUARDING CONCERN, PLEASE REPORT IT TO THE SCHOOL 

 

During these challenging times it is important to remember the school is here to support families with child 

protection and safeguarding concerns. If you are worried about something, you can report concerns directly to 

the school DSL (Designated Safeguarding Lead) which is Ms Griffin or the deputy DSL which is Mr Richards 

(HT) through safeguarding@princessfrederica.com. This e-mail address inbox is monitored every day.  

 

Important Phone Number for Brent Family Front Door 
If you have a concern about a child, and wish to go directly to Brent Social Services, you should call the Brent 

Family Front Door Service on 02089 37 4300. Here they will be happy to discuss your concern.   

 

 

Support from school 

We understand these continue to be challenging times for us all. Please, if you are facing a situation that is causing worry 

and you need support, please contact the school. We might be able to think of a way that we can provide this support. If 

not, we might know of an outside agency that can help. The important thing is to make us aware and we will do all we can 

to support you and your family. Please email the school admin and mark the top of the email as confidential: for the atten-

tion of Mr Richards.   
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Princess Frederica Twitter Account 

Please follow us on Twitter! We are using this platform 

more regularly now to celebrate all that our children are 

enjoying and achieving in school. You can also see the 

Twitter feed on the homepage of the school website.    

 

Official Twitter Account: PrincessFrederica_PS  

Brent Parent Portal 
A reminder of the Brent Parent Portal (a parent Resource Portal) that has been created with the aim of rais-

ing the achievement of boys of black Caribbean heritage in Brent. It has taken Brent over a year to develop 

the portal which has involved working with parents, education and legal professionals and community mem-

bers with expertise in black history and culture. 

 

This Parent Portal is designed to help you with supporting your child throughout their time in the British edu-

cation system. There are two sections for you to explore as you wish:  

 Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Primary Schools which covers resources related to parents 

with children aged 2-11 

 Secondary School and Sixth Form Colleges which includes resources for parents with children and 

young adults aged 11-18 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Portal shares a range of information and resources to help parents support their children’s learning and 

development. It is designed to provide easily accessible and succinctly presented information for parents in 

one place, with links to more detailed information to be found from government and other organisations’ web-

sites. Information is presented in a variety of ways which include presentations, voice overs on text and Pow-

erPoint presentations. In some sections there are Guides which can be downloaded and printed as a poster for 

easy reference. Where appropriate YouTube clips have been used to provide the information. 

 

We hope you enjoy using this resource. It is aimed at providing support for the whole school community. To 

encourage use of the portal, we will focusing on an area of the portal in every newsletter. It is an important 

resource that will be used in school as well and we hope you find it interesting and useful. We would also  

welcome feedback on any part of the portal and this should be directed for the attention of Ms Christopher.    
 

BCA Parent Resource Portal URL      https://bca.bsp.london/ 
Name:  Princess Frederica CofE Primary School  

Email : princessfrederica_bca@bsp.london  

Password : Princessfredericaparentportal1!  

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
mailto:admin@princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk
https://bca.bsp.london/
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World Book Day 

 

Book Week 
My favourite week of the year is finally upon us running from 1st - 5th of March and I am very excited for 

what is in store. The Book Week team have been working really hard to make Book Week has normal as we 

can for all of you in these strange times and we are delighted to share the visitors who will be visiting us 

(remotely!) during the course of the week: 

 

Monday 1st March - Year 2 will be meeting Chloe Inkpen (illustrator and author) 

Tuesday 2nd March - Year 5 will be meeting Thomas Taylor (author of Malamander and Gargantis) 

Wednesday 3rd March - Year 4 will be meeting Abi Elphinstone (author of The Unmapped Chronicles and 

The Dreamsnatcher series) / EYFS and Year 1 will be meeting Perform Drama Company 

Thursday 4th March - Year 6 will be meeting MG Leonard (author of the Beetle Boy series and the Adven-

tures on Trains) 

Friday 5th March - Year 3 will be meeting Elka Evalds (author of Granny Magic and godparent to Violet Bar-

ber in Y6R!) 

 

All these assemblies and workshops will be taking place via Google Meets and your child’s class teacher will 

provide the relevant information via the class stream. Due to us not all being in school, the fancy dress ele-

ment of World Book Day has been postponed until a date in the Summer Term so keep an eye out for an email 

explaining when it will be taking place and the special guest we have invited to take part in the celebration. 

Also look out for a detailed email from myself explaining the rest of the brilliant things that will be taking 

place during the week.  

 

Happy reading, 

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Nursery 
Nursery has had a fun half-term . We have been focusing on 'Winter' as a theme and have brought this into all 

areas of the curriculum. We've been for walks on the embankment looking at the fungus and insects that bur-

row and hide under the soil, we even found hibernating frogs and toads. We made snowmen pictures from 

different sized circles which fitted in with our maths focus on size-small, medium and large and then the chil-

dren threw two dice to find the number of buttons to put on their picture.. We made a huge picture of a tree 

with no leaves and decorated it with cut snowflakes and small baby owls made with circles and triangle beaks. 

This last week we've celebrated Chinese New year with paper dragons and have read the story of 'The Great 

Animal Race ' and learnt about the animals of the Chinese Zodiac. Kung Hei Fat Choi and see after the 

half-term break! 

Ms Greenaway, Ms Davis and Mr Olubanjo.  

Reception 
We have had a very interesting start to 2021 but the children in 

Reception have faced each new challenge with positivity and deter-

mination. They have adapted brilliantly to new technology and are 

now able to turn their microphones on and off and raise their virtu-

al hand. It has also been fantastic to see the children at 

school having lots of fun with Ms Yousef and Mrs Bramble.  

In phonics we have learned lots of new digraphs and have been 

trying our very best to write them in words and sentences. We have 

also been working hard on our segmenting and blending skills and 

we are becoming very confident readers! In maths, we have learned 

how to add two groups together and have been working on number 

bonds to 10.  

This half term, we have 

been getting creative with 

arts and crafts and have 

made lots of beautiful 

artwork to brighten up 

our homes. Some of our 

favourite things to make have been pasta jewellery, tin foil rockets 

and dinosaur bones made from salt dough! We have also been busy 

in the kitchen, making fruit kebabs and baking lots of tasty treats. 

One of our favourite days so far, though, was the snow day in Janu-

ary! We all got outside for snowball fights and made some very im-

pressive snowmen!  

We would like to thank you all for your support and patience while 

we settled into remote learning.  

Have a wonderful half term.  

Ms Mulry and Ms O'Sullivan 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 1 
What a funny half term it’s been for everyone but the children have 

coped admirably and we are extremely proud of them.   

Year 1 have produced some highly creative writing in English using 

their knowledge of adjectives and by adding detail to their work by us-

ing the word ‘because’.  We loved reading their spooky pattern stories 

(some of them were REALLY scary) and their SWAMP acrostic poems 

were most descriptive.  In Maths we have had fun and games with Pow-

er Maths when we all had to think about addition and subtraction in a 

totally new way – the children did better than the teachers! 

In Science, the children have learnt about the different parts of the body 

and loved making up their own experiments about their own bodies.  

They have explored what it is like to be Jewish and have become ex-

perts when identifying Jewish artefacts.  

In Art, we focused on collage and the children produced some very fu-

turistic robots and stunning trees.  We also set them the challenge of 

painting without using a paintbrush, the 

results were great! 

We are so grateful to the parents for their 

support; we do realise that it hasn’t been 

easy.  We would also like to say an enor-

mous thank you to Miss Ahmed and Miss Qassem for supervising the Year 1 Bub-

ble at school. 

Have a wonderful half term. 

Miss Moore and Ms. Bellini 

 

Year 2 
As we come to the end of a half term like no other, we first want to take a moment to say well done year 2! 

You have demonstrated such hard work and determination at a strange time and we are incredibly proud of 

you all. From learning all about multiplication and division in Maths to writing a persuasive letter to Mr Rich-

ards in English, you have put so much effort into learning new things and staying enthusiastic. This half term, 

we've particularly enjoyed learning all about our famous explorers like Captain James Cook and Amelia Ear-

hart, we even imagined ourselves as explorers and what we would love to explore in the world! In R.E, we 

learnt all about Judaism and the different celebrations that happen and the special traditions they have. We 

used purple mash to create colourful posters and fact files about the celebrations. In Art, we have looked at 

aboriginal art, learning all about the history of the art and using stencils to make our very own dot painting. It 

was wonderful to see all our individual pieces of art and how creative we can be. It has been an adventurous 

half term and as we finish, we want to say a huge thank you to all the children and parents of year 2, your 

strength and patience has been so appreciated. Have a restful and healthy half term break. 

 

Ms J, Ms Brookes and Ms Cunningham  

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 3 
Well done to everyone for your hard work at home (and in school for some). All year 3 have engaged well 

with online learning, following each lesson wherever they are. We have been able to continue our maths look-

ing at multiplication problems and money. In English, we've learnt how to write formal letters to complain and 

ask for help. Our adventure stories show great imagination, as we focus on adding settings and speech. Other 

online teaching and learning has continued our Romans topic, looked at Judaism and investigated drawing in 

Van Gogh's style. The homework project on Roman gods and goddesses has shown how children can find 

interesting information and deliver speeches on a topic. Keep up the good work year 3 and we hope to see you 

all in person soon. 

Ms Griffin and Ms Bastick 

Year 4 
Since the commencement of tier 4 Lockdown, our remote learning has involve 

continuing curriculum via google classroom.   

 In English, we began by reading the following books: 

        The Secret of Black Rock by Joe Todd-Stanton 

        Instructions by Neil Gaiman.  

The children experienced different genre of writing i.e. retelling, persuasive 

letter, dairy entry and instructions in the form of a quest.  

We have covered specific elements of maths including division, multiplication 

and area. The children were able to use written methods to multiply. They also divided 2-digit and 3-digit 

numbers by 1-digit and concluded by counting squares to find the area of a shape. 

History centered around the Anglo-Saxons unit of work. The children studied why the Anglo-Saxons came to 

live in England. We also looked at how they built their settlements and became Christians. 

In Religious Education, the children have been learning about Hinduism. They designed their own Raksha 

Bandhan which is a friendly bracelet worn by Hindus. The children also learnt about the Hindi Mandir, their 

holy book and Diwali.  

Computing focussed on them designing their own poster about online safety. They also used logo instructions 

to draw shapes and letters.  

The current operational condition has lent itself to enable the children to develop new computing knowledge 

and skills.  

We hope the children have a wonderful half term break and come back well-rested and raring to go!  

Stay safe and God bless you all. 

Mr. Sowa, Ms. Yerlisu and Ms. Thorpe 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 5 
Remote learning this half term has been successful. Our children quickly adapted to this new 

form of learning by familiarising themselves with all online learning tools relevant for their 

learning. 

Our children were incredibly excited and grateful to be reunited with their friends, albeit 

virtually, to develop their ideas and also learn new concepts. They showed particular en-

gagement and excitement when learning about a river’s journey in geography , database 

management in computing and also Sikhism in RE. 

Our children also showed incredible enthusiasm whilst writing across a range of genres such 

as recounts, diary writing and persuasive letter writing in English. They also showed incredible amounts of 

keenness to showcase their writing to the admiration of their friends and us.  

Our children also persevered to gain a deeper understanding of key multiplication and division concepts in 

maths. They particularly enjoyed sharing their calculation and justifying their answers.   

We are incredibly proud of each and every one of you for showing such in-

credible amounts of resilience even under this somewhat challenging climate. 

Be proud of all your achievements and have a restful half term. 

Mr Duker and Ms Gayer  

Year 6 
It’s been a strange start to the year but Year 6 have adapted well to home learning this half term!  The children 

settled quickly into the new routines and practices with consideration and they have faced the sometimes-

challenging circumstances with enthusiasm and a smile on their faces. 

We have been using a range of video stimuli to inspire our writing.  Watching a video around the subject of 

communities without access to clean water encouraged us to write persuasive letters to a government official 

arguing for ready access to a fresh source.  We also used a short, maritime narrative scene to inspire an inter-

nal monologue from the perspective of one of the characters. 

In maths, we have been learning about converting units of measurement and the difference between imperial 

and metric systems.  We have considered how to apply these ideas in everyday, real life situations.  Continu-

ing the, often tricky, comparison of fractions, decimals and percentages has secured and consolidated our un-

derstanding of the subject. 

We have enjoyed learning about Buddhism in R.E., Asia in geog-

raphy and blogs in computing.  Our half-term homework project 

was on Asia and the children produced some fantastic projects on 

the art and food of the region – some of the dishes that have been 

made at home recently look absolutely delicious! 

We hope you all manage to 

enjoy a well-deserved half-

term break and hope to see 

you in the flesh very soon! 

Mr Larke and Mr McCann 
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Music 

Keep calm and playing on!  

Music lessons have resumed in earnest. I've been dropping in to see some of the amazing playing of our in-

strumentalists across the school- adapting and learning to use technology to play together. A million thanks to 

parents who have enabled the music programme in the school to continue through the challenges.  

Year 4s have started preparations for their Easter Musical- composing their own melodies in retelling the East-

er story. Year 6s have started working towards their Summer Production, writing their own storyline and 

songs based on an animal kingdom version of Hamlet (a bit like 'the Lion King!') 

We hosted small online concerts for some of the children learning instruments. We hope to roll these out to 

more and more children as the year progresses.  

Several children attended the Royal Academy of Music Junior Audition club. We also are proud to have many 

children representing the school in the Brent Music Service orchestras, choirs and in their brand new Attune 

recorder programme.  

I have heard some brilliant songs and compositions by children that their parents have sent me. Please, keep 

them coming!  

On top of teaching and coordinating music across the school, I am endeavouring to support parents where 

there are IT concerns, in helping children to make the most of the Google Education platform. If you have any 

queries or concerns regarding how to access the online lessons, please don't hesitate to email me 

on jtang@princessfrederica.com 

Happy practising 

J Tang 

School Prayer 

Father God, 
We thank you for loving and making each one of us, 

Help us to respect and care for each other and our environment. 

Help us to work hard and play fairly 

That our school may be a place of joy, peace and hope and a light in this community 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 

Amen 
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