
Princess Fred’s Matters 

Friday 11th February 2022 

So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them. 

Matthew 7:12 

Dear parents and carers, 
As the days start to get longer and with the weather improving, we can start to think about more about exciting 
events and opportunities approaching in the second half of this academic year. We have class assemblies 
starting after half-term with parents invited into school to attend, more school trips, workshops in school, the 
Year 4 Easter production in Church, and of course, Book Week including author visits and World Book Day. 
A big thank you to the school community for your support during what continues to be a challenging time and 
a big thank you to the school staff for all their continued efforts. And finally, well done to the children who 
have had a fantastic half-term. Different children are facing their own challenges but their positivity, their 
enthusiasm and their engagement in learning is consistently so impressive and I hope they, like yourselves, 
can enjoy a few days rest before another half-term of enjoyment and hard work.  
Mr Richards, Ms Christopher and Ms Banks 

Safeguarding and Child Protection  
 

IF YOU HAVE A CHILD PROTECTION OR SAFEGUARDING CONCERN, PLEASE REPORT IT 
TO THE SCHOOL 

 
Please remember the school is here to support families with child protection and safeguarding concerns. If you 
are worried about something, you can report concerns directly to the school DSL (Designated Safeguarding 
Lead) which is Ms Griffin or one of the deputy DSLs which is either Mr Richards (HT) or Ms Christopher 
(DHT) through safeguarding@princessfrederica.com. This e-mail address inbox is monitored every day. 

 
Important Phone Number for Brent Family Front Door 

If you have a concern about a child, and wish to go directly to Brent Social Services, you should call the Brent 
Family Front Door Service on 02089 37 4300. Here they will be happy to discuss your concern.   
 
 

Ms Julia Griffin         Mr Lucas Janssen     Mr Anthony Richards      Ms Nicola Christopher 
         DSL                     Link Governor              Deputy DSL                     Deputy DSL 
                                     for safeguarding                 and HT                           

Princess Frederica Twitter Account 
 

Please follow us on Twitter! We are using this platform more regularly now to 
celebrate all that our children are enjoying and achieving in school. You can 

also see the Twitter feed on the homepage of the school website.    

 
Official Twitter Account: PrincessFrederica_PS  

https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/


Please take some time to read this page on Online Safety and use the conversation starters below to 
start a discussion with your child about how we use the internet safely.  
 
Ms Christopher, computing lead and deputy headteacher, has now led 3 sessions on Online Safety 
and will be leading a further session for parents in the next half term. The session will build on issues 
discussed previously and will also look at issues coming up on the national agenda. Therefore, we 
strongly encourage parents from any year group to join (please don’t feel if you miss one, you 
shouldn’t join another). The content is more applicable to parents and carers of older children but 
being well prepared, especially when it comes to technology, is crucial.    
 
The next date for our half-termly E-Safety meetings: 
Monday 21st March at 5pm 
Joining details will be shared nearer the time.  
 
This year’s Safer Internet day was celebrated on the 8th February. All classes had an assembly and 
follow on activities were completed in class. 
 
SaferIntenetDay.org.uk produced a pack of resources for parents and carers which are on the 
school website. 
The theme this year was All Fun and Games: Exploring respect and relationships online.  
The website suggests using the conversation starters below to start a discussion about how we can 
all use the internet safely, respectfully, responsibly and positively when gaming and spending time 
online: 
 

Start the conversation on a positive note: 
 
What do you most like about the internet and why? 
What’s your favourite game, app or website? 
How does the internet and technology make your life better? 

Talk about relationships and communicating online: 
 
What is good about communicating online? 
What can be challenging about talking online? 
How much can you trust people you only know online? 
 

Talk about respect online: 
 
What does respect mean to you? What does it look like online? 
What makes a good friend online? 
What could you do if someone you were talking to online was unkind to you, or made you feel 
worried, upset or uncomfortable? 

Talk about looking after yourself and others online: 
 
How do you stay safe online? What tips do you have and where did you learn them? 
Do you know where to go for help and where to find the safety tools on your favourite apps and 
games? 
What could you do if you saw that a friend online needed some help or support? 
 



Please take some time to look at the curriculum that your child will be studying after half-term. The 
overview for the school can be found on the website under: Curriculum: Curriculum Overview and 
subject by subject overviews.   
It is particularly beneficial to support your child with pre-teaching before they start a new unit of work. 
The knowledge organisers help with this. Please read more about these further down the page.  

What is a knowledge organiser and what is their purpose? 
Knowledge organisers form a key part of the learning process within a unit of work in a selection of 
different subjects. They identify the key areas that children will be learning about, include key vocab-
ulary and state the assessment question that all children will be working towards answering at the 
end of the unit. It is a resource that will be stuck into all books at the start of the unit being studied 
and will be there to support children with their learning throughout the unit.  
 
What is a Pre-teaching tool?  
Knowledge organisers are a pre-teaching tool aimed at teaching children concepts or skills prior to a 
lesson on the subject. It gives them a much improved chance of accessing lesson content in the 
depth other children are accessing it in. They are an important tool to support SEND children.  
 
What is the role of parents and carers with knowledge organisers?  
All subject organisers in selected subjects will be available on the school website at least 1 week  
before the unit of work is due to start at school. This is so that parents and carers can talk through 
subject organisers with their children before the start of work. Children will be more aware of what 
key vocabulary means as well as other key areas that are necessary to understand to excel in the 
unit of work.   
 

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE:  
CURRICULUM: KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS 

An example overview  



 

Moving forwards, we will be writing updates in the newsletter linked to SEND every half-term.  
 
Staff Training 
This term staff received training from Soli Lazarus on Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD) to raise 
awareness and develop good practice. 
 
Emotional  Literacy Suppor t Assistants ( ELSA) at Pr incess Freder ica  
Miss Sayers is now a trained ELSA alongside Miss Hurley and Miss Howell and is able to offer pastoral sup-
port for children. To find out more about ELSA https://www.elsanetwork.org/about/ ELSA  

 

 
 
What’s new on the Local Brent Offer?  
 
https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/children-and-family-support/the-brent-local-offer/ 
 
Parent Carer Workshops are being run by Brent for more information please pick up a flyer form the school 

office.  

  Spotlight on ………………                                 
               
Brent Outreach Autism Team  suppor t our  children and parents with advice and visit school and 
meet with teachers to offer guidance. 
We look forward to their next visits after half term. 
 
Brent Parent Carer forum  
Brent Parent Carer forum offers information and support and friendship for families of children and young 
people aged 0-25 with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). If you would like to be involved 
please go to https://brentpcf.org/ 
 

From Ms Banks, SENCO 

https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/children-and-family-support/the-brent-local-offer/
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Nursery 
In Nursery this half term our focus has been on extraordinary eggs. We have learnt that lots of different types 

of animals lay eggs and what their eggs look like. We went hunting on the school embankment for eggs, we 
found slug and spider eggs using our magnifying glasses.  In the classroom in the maths area we counted eggs 

and sorted them into egg boxes. We have measured them using tape measures, compared and weighed them 
using weighing scales. In literacy we’ve been reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar which taught us all about 

the life–cycle of a butterfly. The children made their own storybooks re-telling the story by cutting and stick-
ing pictures of fruit in the correct order and then illustrating the other pages with drawings of leaves, lollypops 
and butterflies. In our creative area the children have made butterfly paintings and collages as well as giant 

ladybirds with movable wings. Our cooking focus has also been all about The Hungry Caterpillar and we’ve 
had fun making an edible life cycle. On week one we made agar jelly frog-spawn with raisins, then on week 

two we made caterpillar fruit kebabs then in week three it was butterfly cupcakes. Last week was the Lunar 
new year and nursery made a giant dancing dragon and Chinese hand drums. Everyone enjoyed cooking noo-

dles and all the children had a go at using chopsticks.  

Have a great half-term break everyone, from the nursery team Ms Greenaway, Ms Davis and Mr Olubanjo  

 

Reception 
What an exciting term we have had in Reception! Our topic this half term has been Superheroes. In our litera-
cy lessons, we have read lots of fantastic books like Superworm, Eliot Midnight Superhero and Supertato. Evil 
Pea even paid us a visit and got up to some mischief in the embankment! We used magnifying glasses to 
search for clues and eventually managed to trap him in some wobbly, orange jelly.  
In maths, we have been learning how to add two groups together using a part-whole model. We have also 
been exploring different ways of measuring and put this into practice when we weighed ingredients for our 
Valentine’s Day cookies. In phonics, we have learned lots of new digraphs and have been working hard to 
read words and sentences in our guided reading sessions. 
Last week, we celebrated Lunar New Year. We learned all about the story behind the Chinese zodiac, made 
paper dragons, tasted some delicious new food and learned how to use chopsticks. It was really tricky!  
We hope you have a relaxing half term and look forward to seeing you back in school soon for lots more fun 
and learning.  
Ms Mulry and Ms O’Sullivan 

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 1 
What an exciting half term we have had in Year 1. 
The children coped admirably with all of the new subjects we introduced but their absolute favourite was 
learning about The Great Fire of London in History (especially the stinky parts!).  They wrote some highly 
informative non-fiction reports in English and loved studying the books Greta and the Giants and Katie in 
London.  In Maths they learned about 2D and 3D shapes and are working with numbers to 20.   They have 
become body experts in Science and can now name the different parts of their bodies and know all about their 
5 senses.  They explored what it is like to be Jewish in RE and are very adept at identifying Jewish artefacts.  
Making fire engines out of boxes in DT was a real highlight and we are both very impressed with the complet-
ed masterpieces.  We have started computing and all of the children have had an opportunity to use the ICT 
Suite and are learning how to log on and off the computers, use a mouse and login to Purple Mash.  
We are so grateful to all of the parents for their continuing support. 
Have a wonderful half term, 
Miss Moore and Ms Bellini,Ms Qassem and Ms Ahmad 

 

 

Year 2 
It has been another fantastic half term in Year 2! We have covered some challenging new topics in maths, 
such as multiplication and division. In English, we used our five senses to explore the embankment and wrote 
detailed setting descriptions using the five senses. In humanities this half term, we have enjoyed learning 
about famous explorers like Scott of Antarctica, Captain Cook and Amelia Earhart and the different parts of 
the world that they explored. In RE, we have learnt about different Jewish festivals and celebrations, including 
Hanukah and Rosh Hashanah. In DT, we created our own treasure chests using secure clasps to make sure our 
treasure stays safe! In science, we have been studying everyday materials and their properties and carried out 
our first investigation into the absorbency of different materials. In PE, we have been learning a range of skills 
used in the game of cricket, including how to bat, catch and throw.  
We are excited to continue our learning when we return from the half term break!  
Ms Cunningham, Mr Sowa, Ms Wani, Ms Hurley and Ms Brandon 

 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 3 
Year 3 made a positive and enthusiastic start to the new year, bounding 
back into school with a smile on their faces and full of energy.  They 
have had the opportunity to burn some of this off in P.E. this term where 
we have been learning about circuit training.  The children have been 
setting themselves personal exercise targets and aiming to beat them!  In 
D.T. both classrooms have at times resembled one of Italy's finest pizze-
rias: our budding chefs have loved making their own bases and experi-
menting with a range of different toppings.  This has linked in nicely 
with our humanities topic where we have deepened our understanding 
of the Romans, focusing particularly on their influence on Britain. In 
science, we have been learning about light and planned investigations 
into shadows to further our understanding.   
The children also enjoyed creating and de-bugging their own branching 
databases in ICT, learning about Judaism in R.E. and presenting all the 
fantastic information they researched for their homework projects this 
year - thank you for all your support at home with this. 
In English, we have enjoyed reading The Three Little Wolves and the 
Big Bad Pig. This has inspired our own subverted version of a well-
known tale and we have had fun writing about The Three Billy Trolls 
Gruff crossing the river in search of a dirtier, muddier swamp!  In 
maths, we have continued using multiplication and division to solve 
problems and have enjoyed moving on to the topic of money.  The chil-
dren are becoming more familiar with how much different notes and 
coins are worth (sorry about that!) and how they can apply their maths skills when dealing with money. 
We hope all enjoy a well-deserved break and we look forward to seeing you all again next half term. 
Mr Larke, Ms Bastick and Ms Eugene 

Year 4.  

 Year 4 have had a busy start to 2022. In maths we have been trying to learn all our times tables up to 12 x 12 

and using them to solve problems. We have learnt 

how area can be measured in squares and how a hun-

dred square can be divided into hundredths or tenths. 

Both classes found writing instructions for a maze 

game challenging and enjoyable. We’ve also worked 

on the story of Beowulf, linked to our Anglo-Saxon 

history topic. Seeing a great variety of Anglo-Saxon 

artefacts in the British Museum was interesting too. 

In art we have studied Andy Warhol, copying his 

work to create group and class versions. We also 

looked at distorted images, based on works by Fran-

cis Bacon. Science work has included finding out 

how different instruments make sound and how those 

sounds travel to our ears. Learning about Hinduism 

in RE has enabled us to start comparing religions, 

finding similarities and differences. 

Some of the strong swimmers in Year 4 have begun 

learning life-saving skills, swimming with more 
clothes on and rescuing others.  

Well done Year 4 for all your hard work! 

Ms Griffin, and Ms Yerlisu 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Year 5 
What an amazing start to school life in 2022! It’s been encouraging to see all our children enjoying their learn-
ing as well as their interactions with their friends.  
In English, our children have enjoyed using a wide variety of ambitious vocabulary and dramatic language to 
write their own adventure story in the style of ‘Floodland’; a text we had been reading. They also used issues 
raised form the ‘Floodland’ text to research and write their own non-chronological report based on their cho-
sen river.  
Our children have also enjoyed learning about fractions in maths and have been demonstrating resilience 
when converting mixed numbers to improper fractions and vice versa.  They have also enjoyed applying their 
knowledge of multiplication tables to solving long multiplication problems as well as division problems. 
In RE, our children have enjoyed learning about Sikh beliefs in our Sikhism unit of work. They have also em-
barked on a day trip to the Brent Gurdwara where they deepened their understanding of reasons why Sikhs use 
the 5Ks and also the importance of equality among the Sikh community. 
Our children have also enjoyed our science unit of work on living things this half term. They explored various 
lifecycles of some plants and animals and they also enjoyed 
dissecting a flower in order to enable them to develop a better  
understanding of the parts of a flower. 
In geography, our children have enjoyed learning all about 
rivers and how rivers develop. They also enjoyed researching 
factual information about the different stages of rivers and 
even drew and labelled its parts. 
Be proud of all your achievements this term year 5!  
Wishing you all a very restful half term break.  
Mr. Duker, Mrs. Brookes and Ms. Foster 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had an excellent start to 2022 and their last year in 

primary school. The children settled in quickly and have produced a 

large amount of excellent work across a range of subjects. 

We have been using two texts to inspire our writing this half 

term.  Firstly, we used When War Came by Nicola Davies to write 

our own dramatic narratives where our character escapes war and 

tries to find hope. The stories the children wrote were full of emo-

tion and were a joy to read. The second text we have been using is 

The Giant’s Necklace by Michael Morpurgo which has inspired us 

to write two text types.  Firstly, a dramatic narrative which could either be a retelling of the original or making 

their own. This was followed by a formal newspaper reporting of the event of the main protagonist Cherry 

going missing at the beach. The children also impressed us with their application to both of these pieces of 

writing and should be proud of their effort.   

In maths, we have explored in detail, the often tricky comparison of, fractions, decimals and percentages. The 

children have worked incredibly hard to secure and consolidate their understanding of the topic. We have also 

begun learning about converting units of measurement and the difference between imperial and metric sys-

tems.  We have considered how to apply these ideas in everyday, real life situations and making sure we know 

certain conversions by memory. 

We have also enjoyed learning about Buddhism in R.E, Gustav Klimt in art and the circulatory system in sci-

ence. Our science unit included a workshop where the children had the opportunity to dissect real lamb hearts. 

All children took part demonstrating maturity and curiosity, which allowed them to apply their learning to real 

life. Also in geography, we have been studying the human and physical geography of Asia, which also in-

spired the children’s homework projects. They produced some fantastic projects on the geography, art and 

food of the region – some of the dishes that have been made look absolutely delicious! 

Next half term we have lots of exciting topics and events including learning about The Islamic Golden Age in 

History, Batik printing in art, algebra in maths and classification in science. On top of this we have World 

Book Week which involves  lots of amazing authors visiting us and the costume day on World Book Day it-

self. We hope you all manage to enjoy a well-deserved half-term break. We look forward to seeing the chil-

dren’s costumes for World Book Day on the 3rd of March! 

Mr McCann & Ms Gayer 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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Music 
 

It has been a very busy half term for music in the school. In 
Reception and Nursery, children have been taking their first 
steps in reading music notation. Children have enthusiastical-
ly made connections with literacy, when learning the notes E, 
D and C. This is in preparation for learning the glockenspiel 
next half term.  
In year 1, children have started playing pizzicato (plucked) 
notes on violin with Ms Krisztina. The children in year 2 
have been learning to read and play melodies on the glocken-
spiel. In year 3, children have been learning to play melodies 
on recorder and we have started on playing 2-part songs.  
In year 4, children have been learning song writing skills and have composed their own melodies to given 
texts. In year 5, children have been using the online notation platform 'Noteflight' to notate their composi-
tions. Children in year 6 have been working hard writing songs in preparation for the Summer Production.  
 
We have five stunning choirs in school. The junior boys’ singing club have been singing a medley of songs 
including Rocketman, Catchy Song and Old Town Road. The senior boys’ singing club have been working on 
their harmonies and sustained notes with the Bill Withers’ song Lovely Day. The year 6 girls’ choir have been 
working on projection and singing in 2-part harmony with Fight Song. The year 5 girls’ choir have had a con-
coction of musical hits, including Favourite Things, Somewhere and Singing in the Rain. The junior girls’ 
choir have joyfully sung What Makes You Beautiful and Eye of the Tiger. The steel pan band have been refin-
ing their technique and their ensemble skills.  
The Rock band have been learning power chords in 7 Nation Army. The string ensemble have been beautiful-
ly bowing some minuets, Your Love Will Last Forever and Edelweiss. The Junior Orchestra have played the 
song Drunken Sailor.  
You can hear some of these performances on the Google Drive. https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1tVCgb4zxOEBXtVaKDiqJDibLjVCGlyKT?usp=sharing 
Make sure that you login using your child’s Google Login to view.  
Happy watching! 
Mr Tang 
 

http://www.princessfrederica.brent.sch.uk/
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       PE 
 
This half term in PE we have been looking at fitness, stamina, circuit training and understanding why it’s good 
to be healthy and maintain a balanced physical and active lifestyle. 
Year 6 have been working on building a balanced fitness circuit that is designed for their own personal re-
quirements and includes activities that benefit different parts of their bodies and muscles. They are confident 
in knowing specific names of muscles, where they are in the body, what function they perform and exercises 
to enhance the development of the muscle and their own fitness levels.  
Year 5 have developed their personal fitness using different circuits and equipment. They have learnt that cir-
cuits can take different forms (upper and lower body and core area) and worked on different fitness elements.  
Year 4 are working hard every week and making great progress with their swimming stroke.  Some of the 
swimmers have started to learn about water safety and lifesaving skills in the pool. They are really enjoying 
learning how to rescue someone, who is in trouble, from the pool and some basic first aid activities.  
Year 3 have been focusing on their health and fitness linked to developing their core muscles, movement and 
agility. They have learnt how to perform different activity stations correctly, to record their results and chal-
lenge themselves to improve each week. The activities they have been working on have been, skipping, sit-
ups, speed bounce, shoulder dips and steps.  
Year 2 have been learning a range of skills used in the game of cricket. We have been supported by a coach 
from a Cricket Club in Brent who has come into school every week to work with the children on their catch-
ing, batting and throwing. 
Year 1 have started to identify different skills and techniques to help with their movement and agility. They 
have been developing their hand-eye co-ordination and focusing on how important our core muscles are to 
help us with these different skills. 
Reception are starting to work on skills when with a partner or in small groups. They have been developing 
their communication and teamwork skills. 
Nursery children have continued to show good development and confidence this half term with their work in 
PE. They have shown different ways to travel, (jumping, hopping, skipping, jogging) good spatial awareness, 
movement and balance.  They have also continued to work on their hand-eye co-ordination skills using vari-
ous pieces of equipment. (throwing, rolling, catching) 
Thank you for your continued support for the children and myself. 
Mr Chantler 
 
 
 

School Prayer 
Father God, 

We thank you for loving and making each one of us, 
Help us to respect and care for each other and our environment. 

Help us to work hard and play fairly 
That our school may be a place of joy, peace and hope and a light in this community 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
Amen 
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