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Welcome to the Year 1 and 2 Phonics presentation. If you don’t know me, my name is Ms Bellini and I am
the 1 Ottawa class teacher. Tonight I will be covering:








What is phonics?
The scheme we use in school
Phonics terms you might hear your child say
How phonics is taught in year 1 and 2
Why is phonics so important?
Things that can be done at home to support your child’s phonic journey
The phonic screening assessment

If you have any questions, please type them into the chat bar at the bottom of your screen and I will go
through them at the end. I am not able to answer questions on individual children, more general questions.
If you do have a question about your child specifically, you can email the office for the attention of their
teacher. Please can you keep your microphones on mute, this will ensure that everyone can hear me.
Thank you.
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Without even trying, every day we all use phonics to communicate. When we talk, text, read or write.




Phonics supports children’s ability to read and write words.
The progress of phonics is the following…
The phonics do get trickier as the children progress.



English is a difficult language to speak, read and write. We have silent letters, very few verb
patterns and it is a mish-mash of other languages.
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Here is a good example of the challenges in the English language.
This monster is Angry Red A. All sounds that are in red, make the long a sound.
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On the previous slide, you met Angry Red A. He is part of the Monster Phonics scheme that we have
introduced. You can see all the monsters around the edge of the slide.





Monster Phonics is an adaptation. It has been designed to build upon and further the growth made
from Letters and Sounds.
Multi-sensory means engaging sight, hearing, touch, movement etc. It is an inclusive way of
teaching children and enables all learners to take part in the phonics lessons.
By using a combination of different approaches, it helps to engage the children and capture their
imagination.
The colour coding serves as a visual reminder for the sound needed when reading.
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Here is an introduction to Angry Red A. At the beginning of the year, the children were introduced to all the
monsters as part of the phonics lessons.
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Here you see a quick clip of some of the actions for Monster Phonics. They are different from the Letters
and Sounds actions which your child will have learnt under the previous scheme. You will be sent a copy of
this PowerPoint, which will have this video in if you want to watch it with your child.
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This slide will cover some of the terms your child will hear in school and you might hear from them at home.








Grapheme – What a sound looks like when written
Phoneme – How it sounds when said
GPC – Is how the phonemes and graphemes relate. So how a “s” sounds and what it would look
like.
Digraph – is 2 letters together that make 1 sound. E.g. sh
Trigraph – Is 3 letters together that make one sound. E.g. igh
Segmenting – breaking down a word to say the sounds in the word
Blending – putting sounds together in a word.

*DO NOT WORRY ABOUT REMEMBERING THESE TERMS. THIS IS JUST IN CASE YOU HEAR THEM
AND WONDER WHAT THEY MEAN*
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Phonics is split into phases. As I said earlier, they become more difficult as your child progresses through
them. Everyone in Year 1 has been sent laminated copies of the High Frequency Words, tricky words and
the monsters with their sounds.
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Revisit & Review – where we practise previous sounds, High Frequency Words, build words out of
learnt sounds.
Teach – When the children learn a new sound
Practise – Putting the sound into words, reading them, writing them and learning about tenses.
Apply – Reading the new sound in sentences or writing the sound in sentences.
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From progressing phonics knowledge:
- the children gain confidence
- it helps them decode unfamiliar words (which is crucial to reading success)
- to be a fluent reader, children need to be able to use picture cues, segmenting, blending,
decoding and tricky word knowledge
Benefits:

-

By being able to understand words children can then begin to understand the text.
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What can you do at home to support your child?







Texts include; road signs, leaflets, books, packets, magazines etc. A rich variety of texts and text
types helps strengthen your child’s phonic knowledge.
Independence – give your child time to solve new words by decoding. They can also explore the
meaning syntax and the visual information available in the text to help them read.
Revisiting - a great way to encourage comprehension. Reading a new book every night does help
comprehension and has been seen as a sign of progress. However, take time to ask question so
your child can show you their understanding. This is also a great way to explore intonation and
punctuation.
Every success is a success. Even if they keep persisting with a sound they are unsure of, praise
this. It will build your child’s confidence.
Most importantly, do not be worried about reading levels. Everyone has a different starting point and
lockdown has affected everyone differently.
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What is the Phonic Screening Test?






Statutory assessments include SATs, GCSEs and baseline assessments. This is primarily a tool to
help teachers understand individual children’s strengths and the areas where they might need
further support.
Each Alien word will have a small picture of an alien next to it as a cue.
If children do not pass in Year 1, then they retake it in Year 2.
The pass mark is determined on an annual basis but has been 32 for the last few years.

Slide 13








The Phonic Screening differs from Monster Phonics, because it will not be colour-coded. In class
the children are being shown a combination of colour-coded and black and white text. The intention
in Year 1 is that by the end of Spring term, most children will not be using colour-coded words.
I will be administrating the Phonic Screenings for Year 1 and 2.
Although the children cannot be given guidance during the screening, they will be used to the format
as they will be having practice ones in preparation. They will know and understand the format
before their screening takes place.
The current Year 2 children also had practise screenings each half term before lockdown when they
were in year 1 at Princess Frederica. This is the format that will continue for the current Year 1s.
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This Powerpoint and notes with everything I have covered will be sent out to parents, so you will be able to
access the links shown on this page.
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If you have any questions please do type them into the chat function at the bottom of your screen.

Thank you all for attending, I hope you all have a lovely evening.

